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Grselsy,   Cole.       For  the  period  2ndin^  April  7,  1917. 

V/s  have  engaged  all  the  Colorado  seed  that  v/e  shall  need, 
but  it  has  not  all  "been  delivered  yet. 

Dealers  are  now  paying  $4.00  per  hundred  for  potatoes- 
Seed  is  selling  for  $4.50  to  $5.00  per  hundred.     It  is  ex- 
pected that  the  potato  acreage  in  this  district  v/ill  "be  larger 
this  year  than  last. 

The  season  is  so  bac^r.-zard  that  the  farmers  have  "been 
delayed  in  getting  their  field  ivork  started. 

V/e  have  our  oat  ground  nearly  prepared,  "hut  i^ill  not 
put  in  the  seed  until  the  weather  warms  up  a  little. 

Presque  Isle,  Me.     For  the  period  ending  April  7,  1917. 

The  work  at  Presque  Isle  "began  on  T.Iarch  17.     For  the  week 
ending  April  7,  we  have  been  treating  seed,  putting  up  seedlings 
for  shipment  to  Experiment  Stations,   and  looking  after  the  green- 
house . 

Seedlings  have  been  shipped  to  Prof.  R.  F.  Howard,  Lincoln, 
Nebr.;  Prof.  R.  Wellington,  St.  Paul,  Minn-;  Mr.  C  P-  Haliigan, 
East  Lansing,  Mich.;  and  to  E.  V.  Hardenburg,   Ithaca,  N.  Y. 
Seedlings  go  out  Monday  to  Director  W.  P.  Brooks,  Amherst,  Mass.; 
Director  Burt  L.  Hartwell,   Kingston,  R.  I.;   and  to  Prof-  M.  B- 
Cummings,  Burlington,  Vt . 

The  1917  seedlings  are  germinating  splendidly  and  from 
present  indications  there  will  be  a  large  number  to  be  potted. 

The  weather  has  been  very  wqrra,  and  a  large  amount  of  rain 
has  softened  t'ne  snow,  making  travelling  very  dif f icult ,  - -a  con- 
dition which  accounts  for  the  few  potatoes  being  brought  into 
t  own . 

Prices  have  ranged  from  $5.00  to  $6-00  per  barrel,   for  the 
past  two  weeks . 


Washington  ITotes •     Miss  Margaret  Connor  and  George  Corder 
left  Washington  Wednesday  April  11  for  Swannanoa,  IT-  C-,  to 
plant  the  South  American  variety  collection  and  some  of  the 
more  promising  seedlings  from  Maine. 
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Florida  Net °s  . 


Leaving  Washington  the  aftsrnoon  of  I.Iarch  28,   tha  v/ritsr 
arrived  at  Tampa,   Fla.,   late  the  following  evening.  Friday 
was  spent  in  Tampa  and  vicinity. 

The  Triumph  is  the  leading  variety  grcv/n  in  this  section. 
Tampa  can  hardly  be  regarded  as  a  potato  producing  section, 
as  only  about  150  acres  are  being  grown.     Those  planted  in 
December  and  early  January  were  so  seriously  injured  by  frost 
as  to  necessitate  replanting  a  good  many  fields.  Ordinarily, 
the  crop  is  harvested  in  I.Iarch,  but  this  season  it  is  much 
later.     Dry  weather  throughout  most  of  the  growing  period  has 
resulted  in  a  poor  stand  and  has  retarded  the  development  of 
the  plants.     Irrigation  water  is  not  available  in  this  section. 
Seed  potatoes  for  replanting  cost  |10.00  per  150  pound  sack. 

Owing  to  a  boycott  of  the  potato  by  Tampa  housewives,  a 
leading  commission  house  of  that  city  -.vas  finding  it  impossible 
to  dispose  of  a  shipment  of  Ilaine -grown  Green  I.iountains  and 
Iviinneso ta-grovm  Burbanks  which  had     recently  been  received, 
obliging  the  firm  to  transship  it  to  Cuba  and  other  points. 

Plant  City,   22  miles  east  from  Tampa,  was  visited  on  the 
31st.     500  acres  of  potatoes  are  being  grov/n  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  tcvm.     Harvesting  operations  will  not  begin  to  any 
extent  b3f ore  the  16th  of  this  month,   and  the  bulk  of  the 
crop  -vill  not  be  dug  before  Llay  1.     The  potato  crop  around 
Plant  City  is  much;  more  promising  than  around  Tampa.     As  at 
Tampa,   the  Triumph  is  the  leading  variety-     A  number  of  fields 
of  Rose  4,  were  observed.     Some  fields  were  noted  v/hich  had 
been  planted  with  less  than  six  bushels  of  seed  stock- 

^  The  common  crop  rotation  is  potatoes  follwed  by  corn, 
which  is  planted  as  a  rule  before  the  potato  crop  is  dug.  At 
the  last  cultivation  of  the  corn,   cowpeas  or  velvet  beans  are 
sown,  which,   after  the  corn  has  been  gathered,  may  be  harvested 
for  nay  or  left  on  the  g:.'ound  to  be  turned  under  in  the  prepa-^ 
ration  of  the  land  for  the  ensuing  year's  potato  crop. 

Sunday  afternoon,  April  1,   a  "train  was  boarded  for  Port 
Tampa,   from  which  point  a  boat  was  taken  for  Key  Msst  en  route 
to  iiiami^  on  the  east  coast.     Through  a  late  arrival  of  the  boat 
at  Key  V.est,  Monday,   a.  m-   connections  were  not  made  with  the 
morning  train  for  Lliami  from  Key  West,  necessitating  a  night 
trip  to  that  point . 

Tuesday,  April  3;  Spent  the  day  in  Lliami  and  vicinity. 
Visited  the  tropical  sub-station  of  the  Office  of  Seed  and 
Plant  Introduction,  where  many  unfamiliar  but  interesting 
plants  were  noted. 

Called  on  a  number  of  commission  houses  and  real  estate 
men,   securing  a  considerable  amount  of  potato  information.  On 
the  following  day,  April  4,  went  to  Lemon  City,  a  suburb  of  lliami, 
and  got  in  thouch  with  the  County  Demonstration  Agent,  lucKinley. 
v/ith  v;hom  the  day  was  spent  in  visiting  trucking  farm.s  around 
Peters  and  Goulds,   tivo  small  towns  to  the  south  of  L'iami  ,  where 
large  fields  of  tomatoes  were  being  harvested,   and  some  fields 
of  potatoes  - 
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The  potato  crop  in  the  Miami  district  is  relatively  in- 
significant- It  was  interesting,  hoi.vever,  to  learn  that  the/ 
■Usually  plant  their  potato  crop  in  this  section  in  the  latter 
part  of  ITovemher  or  early  Decemher.  Ihe  luiarai  crop,  like  the 
Tampa  one,  was  quite  seriously  injured  "by  the  February  freeze 
and,  as  a  result,  very  small  yields  were  obtained.  A  few  of 
the  later  planted  fields  were  "being  harvested. 

The  Triumph  is  the  leading  variety  here,   as  well  as  on 
the  West  Coast,  and  the  crop  is  marketed  in  a  28  to  32  quart 
hamper  similar  to  those  used  at  Plant  City.     ITo  accurate 
estimate  of  the  acreage  in  this  section  could  he  obtained,  hut 
it  prohahiy  did  not  exceed  150  acres. 

Thursday,  April  5;     Left  Miami  at  5; 20  a.  m.   for  Fort 
Lauderdale,   en  route  to  Fort  Pierde.     At  Fort  Lauderdale, 
considerable  produce,   such  as  "beans,  peas,   celery,  and 
potatoes,   v/ere  "being  received  by  boat  from  the  Upper  Ever- 
glades and  around  Lake  Okeechobee  . 

Information  obtained  from  various  sources  v/ould  seem  to 
indicate  a  considerable  acreage  in  the  region  of  Lake  Okeechobee, 
principally  centered  around  Brook  Haven  and  Okeechobee.  A 
newspaper  clipping  reports  800  acres  at  the  latter  point,  and 
indications  are  that  there  is  a  still  larger  acreageat  Brook 
Haven . 

Some  very  handsome  Triumph  potatoes,  groivn  around  Brook 
Haven,  were  noted  in  a  miarai  produce  house.  So  far  as  could 
be  learned,   a  good  crop  is  being  harvested  at  these  points. 

Left  Fort  Lauderdale  by  auto  bus  for  V/est  Palm  Beach  at 
9:20  and  arrived  at  the  latter  place  at  11:50  a-  m>.  .  where  it 
was  necessary  to  lay  over  until  6; 20,  before  proceeding  to 
Fort  Pierce . 

These  notes  wilj.  be  continued  in  next  week's  issue. 

\7.  Stuart. 


Washington,  D.  C.  April  14,  1917. 

Very  appropriately,  THE  EYE,   at  its  first  appearance  for 
the  season,   throws  a  glance  of  keen  interest  at  the  IJorth,  the 
South,   and  the  West- 

We  trust  you  have  all  received  Weekly  News  Letter  ITo .  33, 
of  the  Department .     In  it  there  is  an  article  by  prof.  Stuart 
prescribing  a  method  of  using  eyes  extracted  from  table  potatoes, 
for  backyard  farming.     This  article  is  illustrated,  and  is  in 
great  demand.     Let  us  know  if  yours  has  not  arrived. 

Please  be  prompt,  hereafter,  with  your  notes  for  THE  EYE. 


THE  EYE 


t;eekly  potato  bulletin 


OF  TIIE 


OFFICE  OF  :iCR':^I CULTURAL  AIJD  'OliOLOC-ICAL  I^nr^FTI"-ATI ONS  . 


Arlington  Farm: 


For  the  veek  ending  April  14,  1917. 


The  potato  cellar  was  cleaned  out  this  week  and  closed  for  the 

summer . 

Greeley,  Colo;  For  the  v/eek  ending  April  14,  1917. 

Cool  v/eather  conditions  still  prevail.      Last  Wednesday  1-l/S 
inches  of  rain  fell.      Preparation  of  the  land  is  going  on  as  rapidly 
as  possible.      Some  grain  has  been  put  in. 

Dealers  are  no\^  paying  ;|4.50  per  hundred  for  potatoes.      It  is 
estimated  that  there  will  be  an  increcise  in  acreage  in  this  district  of 
at  least  25  per  cent.      So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn  there  will 
be  no  shortage  of  seed  here. 

Our  Pearl  seed  potatoes,  ordered  from  Ur .  C.  N.  Ghristensen,  have 
arrived.      The  aanount  received  was  8  sacks  containing  a  total  of  1115 
pounds . 

I  would  suggest  that  the  paper  pots  for  the  potato  seedlings  be 
sent  soon.  Do  not  know  just  how  many  will  be  required,  as  the  plants 
are  not  up  yet;  but  I  think  that  600  will  be  sufficient. 

Norfolk.  Virginia;  Apr.  21. 

Notes  on  germination  and  vigor  of  plants  in  the  different  siz^d 
seed  piece  experiments  will  probably  be  taken  next  week. 

Presque  Isle,  Maine :  For  the  week  ending  April  14,  ].917. 

We  began  weighing  seed  for  the  whole  vs .  cut  seed  experiments 
from  the  Cape  Charles  19X5  stock,  this  week.      This  lot  seemed  to  be  the 
only  one  available  large  enough  for  a  triplicate  planting.      It  proved, 
however,  to  be  short  on  6  ounce  seed.      A  duplicate  planting  will  be 
maiie  with  this  stock.      Another  lot  v/ill  have  to  be  worked  for  the  third 
series,      I  think  we  Fha3.1  use  Cape  Charles  1916  stock  for  the  third  series. 

We  have  worked  tho  1909  and  1910  and  1913  seedlings  into  3  lots. 
The  one  for  the  tuber  un-t  ■'o].ock,  a  "ecrnd  for  the  unsprayed  block,  and  a 
third  for  the  trial  on  a  fio].d  basis. 

Our  1915  and  1913  s^edlingu  have  been  treated.      The  1916  seedj.jngs 
have  been  checked  up  and  necessary  corrections  made.      We  have  also  3eiei;t" 
ed  enough  for  10  hills  and  sacked  in  ?/hite  sacks.      We  have  bunched  th^je 
in  bunches  of  10,  numbering  each  bunch  from  1  to  65. 

The  weather  this  v/eeh  has  been  very  erratic;  a  blizzard  began  on 
the  night  of  April  9,  and  continued  until  the  morning  of  April  11,  Three 
of  us  v;ere  kept  busy  shoveling  coal  into  the  fire,  and  snovf    off  the  green- 
house . 


Our  1917  seedlings  are  about  1/8  to  l/2  inch  in  height .      They  are 
looking  fine  and  "Jill  be  ready  to  be  potted  very  soon.      The  yellcv/  flesh 
seed  germinated  in  large  numbers,  but  the  plants  are  undersized  and  appear 
unhealthy . 

Washington,  D.  C-  Apyil  21,  192  7. 

Travel  IJotes  by  Prof.  Stuart. 

Friday,  April  6.      Got  in  xcujh  ^-vith  County  Demonstration  Agent, 
Mr.  Warren,   and  accompanied  him  in  his  auto  to  the  Indian  River  Farms  Co., 
located  at  Vero.       it  is  estimated  that  about  620  acres  art)  devoterd  to 
potatoes  in  this  section. 

The  crop  was  planted  in  the  latter  part  of  December,  or  early  in 
January,  end  v/as  more  or  less  seriously  injured  by  the  February  frenie. 
Drought  later  in  the  season  contributed  to  a  further  reduction  in  yield. 
Most  of  the  growers  were  busy  harvesting  their  crop,  7/hich,   owing  t'-"  the 
causes  mentioned,  was  running  from  almost  ncthing  to  about  twenty  barrels 
per  acre.      The  Rose  4  is  exclusively  grov;n  in  this  section. 

The  crop  was  being  delivered  to  representatives  of  a  well-knov;^ 
Mev/  York  commission  house,  who  were  grading  and  packing  it  at  a  central 
packing  house  located  on  railroad  track  at  Vero.      The  fpjrmers  were  haul- 
ing the  crop  as  dug  to  the  packing  house,   in  collapsible  crates.  The 
crop  was  being  machine  graded  into  3  sizes,  marked  No.  I's,  2's,  and  3's, 
and  packed  in  double  headed  standard  sized  barreJ.s  . 

Reports  from  5  carloads,   shipped  from  this  point,  shov/ed  sales  at 
$9.00  per  bbl .  for  Mo.  I's;  $6.50  for  No.  2'3;  and'|5.00  for  No.  3's.  A 
few  farms  at  this  F-'ii''t  have  artesian  wf.lls  .      Artesian  v/ater  in  the  Vero 
district  is  found  at  a  depth  of  from  4-50  to  480  feet. 

Left  Fort  Pierce  at  9:30  p.m.  for  Palatka,  reaching  that  point  at 
5:45  the  following  morn'.ng, 

Saturday,  Aprj]    '  ._      Visited  potato  farms  in  East  Psiatka,  and 
found  the  crrp  Iroking  uijLisual.' y  well  .      or'.d  potato  growers  claim  that 
they  have  never  had        ""-r rmxslng  a  p-'cspect  for  a  good  crop, 

Arte.^fiaii  wate,"  a.t  12ztA  Falatka  is  obtained  at  a  depth  of  fron  150 
to  180  feet. 

Monday,  Aprjlj^      Took  th^.  5:50  a.m.  train  for  Hastings,  Fla., 
where  t  hsd  the  plpasure  of  renewing  my  acquaintance  v/ith  Mr.  G.  W.  Waller, 
the  genial  manager  of  the  Hast ingp -Elkton  Potato  Exchange. 

It  is  cla.imed  that  there  are  120C0  a.cres  of  potatoes  in  the  Hastings 
District,  this  season;  this  estimate  includes  the  potato  acreage  in  Putnam, 
as  well  as  St.  John's  County.      As  at  East  palatka,  so  at  Hastings,  the 
potato  crop  prospect  never  has  been  exceeded,  or  in  fact  approached.  The 
set  of  tubers  is  good,  and  they  are  of  fair  size.      A  few  grov/ers  expected 
to  begin  digging  this  week^  but  harvesting  operations  6n  a  carload  basis 
are  not  expected  until  the  week  of  April  15 -21.      The  height  of  the  shipping 
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season  '.vill  not  be  reached  until  iJay  1.  The  crop  of  this  section 
consists  of  Rose  4,  It  is  a.11  mai'keted  jn  double  headed  bai^rels, 
and  is  machini  graded  as  at  Vero. 

Srpecially  fine  crcps  v/ere  noted  on  the  farms  of  F.  R.  Allen  and 
Mrs.  0,  C.  Dinkins,   of  Hastings.      Mrs.  Dinkins  is  one  of  the  most 
successful  growers  of  this  section.       it  is  sR.id  that  her  60 -acre 
potato  crop  of  1916  netted  her  $8000.00  and  if  present  prices  are 
maintained,  a  very  conservative  estirriate  of  her  1917  crop,   on  the  same 
acreage,  would  place  her  net  income  at  not  less  than  .$10,000.00. 

On  the  farm  of  Mr.  Waller,  t  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  a  tractor 
engine  connected  with  a  pot'vio  digger,      l.ir  ,  Waller  intends  to  harvest 
all  hi?  crop  using  tne  tractor  as  motivs  power  for  the  digger. 
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Greeley,  C»lorado 


For  the  v;eek  ending  April  21,  1917. 


Farm  v/ork  in  this  S3ctian  is  progressing  rapidly  now.  Con- 
siderable grain  has  been  put  in;  also  onions,  beets,  and  peas.  It  is 
rumored  that  two  growers  have  already  planted  early  potatoes.  At  the 
station  v/e  have  sevm  the  oats  and  are  now  '-vorking  on  the  potatc  ground. 

Potatoes  are  nov;  selling  for  $4.25  to  $4.50  per  hundred.  It 
is  estimated  that  there  are  :n  hand  in  this  district  about  100  carloads. 


Jerome,  Idaho:  For  the  v/eek  ending  April  21,  1917. 

The  farmers  are  about  5  weeks  behind  in  their  work.      A  large 
amount  of  grain  and  alfalfa  v/ill  be  sown  here  this  seastn,  and  the  potato 
acreage  v/ill  be  materially  increased. 

The  Land  and  Water  Company  will  grov/  between  80  and  100  acrea 
this  year.       All  v/ill  be  planted  with  certified  seed. 

Table  stock  is  selling  at  about  ^4.00  a  hundred  weight,  but 
there  are  very  few  potatoes  left.      Seed  stock  is  selling  at  |^.00  per 
hundred,  but  good  stuff  is  difficult  to  gei . 

Norfolk.  Virginia:  April  28,  1917. 

Mr,  George  Corder  is  taking  germination  notes  on  the  size  of 
seed  piece  experiments  and  some  of  the  seedlings,  this  week. 

Presque  Isle,  Maine:  For  the  7/eek  ending  April  21,  1917. 

We  have  been  working  in  the  cellar  all  this  week  getting 
material  ready  for  planting.      The  1915  seedlings  have  been  worked  into 
two  lots.      About  half  of  these  seedlings  v/ill  plant  100  hills  16  inches 
apart.      The  other  half  will  not  plant  over  50  hills  at  the  same  distance. 

A  test  will  be  made  on  resistance  to  late  blight  which  will  mean 
a  much  larger  unsprayed  block  this  year.      Hope  also  to  have  enough  stock 
of  the  South  Aruerican  collection  to  make  tv/o  lots,  one  of  which  will  be 
planted  in  the  unsprayed  blocl:. 

We  have  about  a  barrel  of  tubers  running  from  2  to  2-g-  ounces 
spring  greened,  and  about  2/3  of  a  barrel  of  the  same  size,  greened  last 
fall.      These  two  lots,  together  with  material  of  the  same  size  ungreened, 
ought  to  make  aii  experiment  large  enough  for  valuable  conclusions  this 
fall.      We  have  weighed  enough  stock  from  the  Cape  Charles  1915  planting 
to  give  us  a  triplicate  planting  on  whole  vs.  cut  seed. 

We  have  begun  working  the  variety  collection,  sacking  ready  for 
the  field.      The  field  number  v/ill  not  be  changed  to  correspond  with  nev/ 
grouping  until  the  material  arrives  from  Washington. 

Potatoes  are  selling  today  for  $8.00  a  barrel. 


Swannanoa,  N.  C:  "  For  the  week  ending  April  21,  1917. 

The  collection  of  South  AiTierica:;  potatoes,  together  with  about 
12  standard  varieties  and  46  Departmental  seedlings,  were  planted  at  the 
State  Test  Farm  at  Sv/annanoa,   on  April  11-14,  by  Miss  Connor  and  Mr.  Gorder. 
The  plot  01  land  used  this  year  is  across  the  road  ftorri  the  farm  house  and 
just  beyond  the  young  peach  orchard,  extending  approximately  east  and  v/eut . 
There  are  two  full  secxions,  each  section  consisting  of  ten  blocks,  ten 
rov/s  wide,  and  40  hills  long.       In  addition,  there  are  4  complete  rows  in 
a  third  section.      This  makes  the  potato  field  24  rows  \vide  and  400  hills 
long.      The  Station  potatoes  will  be  planted  on  the  adjoining  land, 

V/e  were  able  to  secure  40  hills  of  almost  all  of  the  numbers, 
filling  in  wherever  necessary  with  S.A.63  and  S.A.83,  yellow  fleshed 
varieties. 

V/e  were  unable  to  plant  80  hills  of  the  Maine  seedlings,  as 
Prof,  Stuart  had  v,dshed,  because  of  insufficient  seed,  and  to  the  poor 
quality  of  much  that  was  sent . 

The  ground  was  in  good  condition  when  we  arrived,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  one  rain  which  kept  us  idle  Friday  morning,  the  weather  was 
excellent, — the  first  spring  sunshiny  days  they  had  had. 

Mr.  S.  C.  Clapp,  the  new  superintendent,  believes  in  having 
planty  of  help,  so  with  the  assistai'ice  of  5  men  and  a  boy  we  were  a,ble 
to  push  the  v;ork  rapidly. 

Mr.  Clapp  v/as  formerly  in  the  Entomological  Division  of  the 
State  Department  of  Agriculture. 


Washington,  D.  C;  Travel  Notes  by  Prof.  Stuart. 

Tuesday,  April  10:     Left  palatka  for  Beaufort,  S.  C,  at  4:18  a.m. 
Arrived  at  6:30  Pom. 

Wednesday.  April  11;     Spent  the  forenoon  visiting  truck  growers 
in  the  vicinity  of  Beaufort.      The  first  faxm  visited  was  that  of  Mr.  H.  C. 
Eve,  who  has  about  25  a.cres  of  Irish  Cobblers.      These  were  planted  from 
the  middle  to  the  latter  part  of  February.      The  largest  ple^its  were  about 
12  inches  high,  and  some  had  tubers  on  them  as  large  as  a  hen's  egg,  Kone 
were  in  bloom,  or  even  showing  buds , 

IfiT .  Eve  pla.nts  in  rows  36  inches  apart,  and  about  13  inches  a.part 
in  the  row.      From  3  to  4  sacks  of  seed  are  used  per  acre.      A  5-7-5  ferti- 
lizer was  used,   at  the  rate  of  1500  pounds  per  acre.      This  fertilizer  ?;as 
purchased  last  May  or  June  for  ■^43.88  per  ton.      The  same  goods  are  now 
selling  for  ^54.00  per  ton, 

Mr.  Eve  plaiits  his  crop  by  he.nd;  the  seed  pieces  being  spaced 
by  a  wheel  ma.rker .      The  seed  is  cut  yo  one-eye  pieces.      The  pote-to  crop 
is  followed  by  corn  and  peanuts,  or  corn  and  cowpeas .      It  is  expected  that 
the  earliest  plajited  potatoes  will  be  ready  to  harvest  by  Llay  first,  with 
the  heaviest  movement  about  May  15 . 

The  potato  crop  in  the  Beaufort  district  is  estimated  a.t  3500 

ac  r  e  s  . 


The  next  farm  visited  was  that  of  Mr.  Bonnie  Brovm  and  his  two 
sons  and  son-in-law. 

About  80  acres  are  devoted  to  potatoes ,       Some  of  this  acreage 
is  on  land  which  was  occupied  with  a  lettuce  crop  at  the  time  of  the 
February  freeze,      This  land  had  been  planted  with  Virginia  second-crop 
Irish  Cobblers  and  did  not  shev/  as  good  a  stand  as  that  planted  with 
Maine -grown  seed. 

Barrels  in  this  section  were  being  purchased  at  23  cents  each, 
as  against  36  cents  ih  the  Hastings  district  . 

Mr.  Claud  McLeod's  fafm  at  Seabrook  v/as  visited  next.    Mr<  McLeod 
is  growing  300  acres,  and  his  crop  on  the  whole  looks  quite  promising.  ' 
Mr.  Michael  Keyserling,  of  the  same  place,  has  130  acres.      This  gentleman 
informed  the  writer  that  a  few  Triumphs  were  grov/n  around  Seabrook,  but  I 
presume  95  per  cent,  were  Irish  Cobblers. 

An  interesting  feature  noted  in  the  Beaufort  section  was  that  of 
a  number  of  Skinner-irrigated  fields  being  planted  to  potatoes.  These 
fields  are  ordinarily  devoted  to  lettuce.      Potatoes  had,  of  course,  been 
planted  after  the  lettuce  had  been  destroyed  by  frost . 

Left  Beaufort  at  1:30  p.m.  and  arrived  in  Washington  at  10:30 
the  following  forenoon. 
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Greeley,  Colorado 


For  the  week  ending  April  28,  1917 


Some  snov/  has  fallen  and  unusually  cold  weather  for  this 
time  of  year  has  prevailed  during  the  past  few  days . 

Potatoes  are  now  selling  for  about  |4.00  per  cv/t . ,  a  slight 
drop  in  the  market  having  been  experienced  during  the  past  week. 

Mr,  McLellan,  a  local  potato  grower  who  is  going  into  the 
seed  business  on  a  large  scale,  has  received  a  car  of  seed  from 
Wisconsin  and  another  from  Nev/  York,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  for 
his  own  planting.       (Dr.  C.  F.  Clark) 

Jerome.  Idaho:  For  the  v/eek  ending  April  28,  1917. 

The  Station  work  continues  to  drag  owing  to  the  continued 
cold,  wet  weather.      Average  maxinaum  temperature  for  the  past  week  61  F., 
average  minimum  38°  F.;  total  rainfall  .30  inch,  distributed  over  four 
days.      The  soil  temperature  at  a  depth  of  six  inches  in  the  field  at 
noon  today  was  44°  F. 

There  are  no  potatoes  in  the  hands  of  the  farmers  in  this  sec- 
tion other  than  those  required  for  planting.      It  is  almost  impossible 
to  obtain  seed  potatoes  at  any  price.      No  potatoes  have  been  planted 
other  than  in  garden  plots.       I  can  be  ready  by  May  10th  as  planned,  but 
believe  the  ground  will  be  too  cold.      The  greened  and  sprouted  potatoes 
ought  to  make  quite  a  shov/ing  over  the  unsprouted  potatoes  this  season. 
The  trees  have  not  started  to  leaf  out  yet  and  the  alfalfa  has  barely 
started.      The  oat  ground  is  ready  to  sov/  and  expect  to  seed  it  Monday. 
Ordinary  farm  laborers  are  asking  |75.00  to  flOO.OO  per  month  and  board, 
and  teams  are  as  scarce  as  men.      This  situation  is  largely  due  to  the 
late  season  and  the  increased  acreage  in  spring  crops.      (G.  W.  Dewey) 

Presque  Isle,  Maine:  For  the  week  ending  April  28,  1917. 

It  looked  very  much  the  first  of  the  week  as  though  it  would  be 
possible  to  plant  by  May  1st,  but  on  Thursday  it  turned  cold,  snowed  Friday 
and  rained  on  Saturday.      It  now  looks  doubtful  if  many  potatoes  are  plant- 
ed before  May  10th.      No  land  has  been  harrowed  in  this  section  to  date. 
Snow  came  so  early  last  fall  that  the  land  did  not  freeze,  and,  as  a  result 
of  this,  the  moisture  from  the  enormous  amount  of  snow  that  fell  during  the 
v;inter  was  all  absorbed  when  it  melted  this  spring,  thus  making  it  impossible 
to  get  on  to  the  land  at  the  usual  time. 

The  stem  end  of  tubers  in  the  "Variety  Collection,"  the  1909  and 
1910  seedlings,  and  German  stareh  varieties  were  clipped  off  this  v/eek.  Very 
few  diseased  tubers  were  found. 

The  Washington  shipment  was  treated  on  Wednesday  and  put  in  shape 
for  planting,  and  a  start  made  on  the  "tuber  unit"  and  "hill  selection" 
material . 

On  Friday  and  Saturday  weights  were  taken  on  the  stock  in  storage 
and  notes  made  on  its  general  condition;  v/ill  v;eigh  material  in  -iVhidden's 
storage  house  on  Monday. 

The  1917  seedlings  are  in  excellent  condition  and  v/ill  be  none  too 
large  to  pot  by  May  5th..      The  temperature  of  eur  greenhouse  can  be  controlled 
much  better  than  in  the  Arlington  Farm  greenheuses .      Shall  begin  potting  the 
seedlings  this  coming  v/eek. 

The  potato  market  is  o-f;   f6.00  per  barrel  being  nov/  offered, 

(P.  M.  Lombard) 
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Norfolk,  Virginia:  For  the  week  ending  April  28,  1917. 

On  account  of  co;;tinued  cool  weather  potato  germination  has 
been  considerably  delayed;  only  about  75  per  cent,  of  the  experimental 
plantings  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station  being  above  ground 
on  April  28th. 


Washington.  D.  C:  For  the  week  ending  April  28,  1917. 


The  Office  still  continues  to  be  deluged  v/ith  inquiries  relative 
to  potato  culture  and  sources  of  seed  supply  and  v/ith  requests  for  enough 
seed  potatoes  to  plant  areas  varying  from  a  few  hundred  square  feet  to  that 
ti  several  acres.      The  best  information  available  v/ou'J.d  seem  to  indicate 
some  increase  in  acreage.      This  increase  is  largely  made  up  of  small 
plantings  by  those  who  do  not  regularly  grow  potatoes  as  well  as  by  many 
who  have  never  grown  them  before.      It  is  fair  to  assume  that  the  total 
production  from  such  acreage  will  be  relatively  small.      (¥m.  Stuart) 
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Greeley,  Colorado: 


For  the  v/eek  ending  May  5.  1917. 


We  have  had  no  real  spring  weath&r  yet .      Saturday  it  snowed  all 
day  and  cold,  cloudy  v/eather  still  prevails. 

There  has  been  no  chaiige  in  the  potato  situation  since  last  week. 

Prof.  Gorbett  recently  favored  us  with  a  visit  on  his  return  from 
California.      Dr.  Edson  is  now  here  for  a  few  days.        (Dr.  C.  F.  Clark) 

Jerome,  Idaho ;  For  the  week  ending  May  5,  1917. 

Field  v/ork  v/as  put  back  about  three  days  the  fore  part  of  the  v/eek 
on  account  of  rain;  the  remainder  of  the  week  was  cloudy,  ani  more  or 
less  cold.      The  willows  along  the  coulee  have  begun  to  leaf  out. 

Mr.  E.  L.  Wells,  in  charge  of  the  Weather  Bureau  at  Boise,  reports 
that  vegetation  is  all  of  a  month  behind,  this  season. 

Average  maximum  for  the  past  week  51°,  minimum  33^;   .50  inches  of 
rain  on  Monday  and  every  day  cloudy  or  partly  cloudy. 

We  have  the  oats  and  alfalfa  seeded  and  are  preparing  the  potato 
ground.      I  do  rOt  t'.iink  it  will  be  advisable  to  plant  before  the  15th, 
if  then;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  moisture  present.      Am  greening  all  of 
my  hill  selected  stock,   of  which  I  have  a  rather  largo  supply.       All  the 
seedlings  will  be  treated  the  same;  that  is,  they  will  be  greened  and 
sprouted  before  planting.      I  believe  that  the  late  season  and  cool  soil 
make  greening  and  sprouting  more  necessary  this  season  them  previous 
seasons . 

Prof,  p.  p.  Peterson,  of  Moscow,  was  at  the  station  the  first  part  of 
the  week  and  set  up  his  "duty  of  v/ater"  experiment.      Mr.  Avery,  our  new 
County  Agent,  and  Mr.  E.  R.  Bennett,  State  potato  Specialist,  and      .  Fjeld- 
stead,  Field  Animal  Husbandryraan ,  were  at  the  Station,  and  have  been  holding 
meetings  in  the  evenings  in  the  surrounding  country,  and  all  are  pleased 
with  the  prospects  of  considerable  cooperation  in  the  various  lines  of  work 
on  the  part  of  the  farmers  on  the  tract. 

The  work  of  the  Potato  Association  here  is  to  be  carried  on  through 
the  local  committeemen  of  the  Farm  Bureau,  thus  systematizing  the  work  and 
making  it  more  reliable  . 

Mr,  Wagner  is  very  ill  at  the  present  time.      His  men  have  begun 
cutting  potatoes  and  are  getting  ready  to  plant.      He  figures  that  it  will 
take  him  five  v/eeks  to  get  his  potatoes  planted.      The  enormous  production 
proposition  is  seriously  hampered  here  by  a  severe  shortage  of  labor,  horses, 
and  money.      One  of  the  boys  that  worked  for  rne  last  year  at  ;;^1.50  has  hired 
out  to  a  farmer  at  |45  .00  a  month  and  board.      Good  men  ai^e  getting  ^60,00 
and  up.       (G.  W,  Dewey) 

Presque  Isle,  Maine:  For  the  week  ending  May  5,  1917. 

The  past  week  has  been  cold  and  raw.      About  6  itxhes  of  snow  fell  on 
Tuesday . 

The  storage  work  has  been  closed  up,  the  machines  packed  av/ay  and  sur- 
plus stock  disposed  of . 
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Gero's  strain  of  Green  Mountains  were  gone  over  for  different  sized 
tubers,  but  not  enough  of  4,  5,  and  6  ounce  v/ere  secured  for  triplicate 
planting.      We  shall  have  a  triplicate  planting  of  the  2  and  3  ounce  size. 
There  are  enough  of  each  size  to  get  a  line  on  the  experiment  with  Green 
Mountains  this  year.      The  Farm  is  goiiig  to  plant  on  acre  of  this  stroizi. 

We  began  potting  seedlings  Saturday, 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  ^6.00  per  barrel;  very  few  dealers  v/a«t  to 
bother  with  any  amount  less  than  car  lots.       (P.  M,  Lombard) 

Washington  Notes:  May  12,  1917. 

The  v/eather  still  continues  cool,  and  vegetation  is  very  backward. 

George  Corder  left  on  the  5th  for  presque  Isle,  Mo.,  to  assist  in  the 
work  at  that  point . 

There  is  no  let -Up  in  inquiries  for  seed  stock  and  information  regard- 
ing cultural  matters. 

It  has  recently  come  to  our  attention  that  small  sized  tubers  fhom  the 
nev/ly  harvested  crop  of  Florida  potatoes  are  being  offered  for  seed  purposes 
in  northern  potato  producing  sections.      The  undesir ability  of  such  stock 
for  immediate  planting  should  be  strong]. y  emphasized,  as  it  is  well  known 
that  nev/ly  harvested  potato  tubers  require  a  considerable  rest  period  be- 
fore they  will  germinate.      Furthermore,  in  addition  to  a  five  to  eight 
weeks'  delay  in  coming  up,  the  germination  is  apt  to  be  very  uneven  and 
unsatisfactory.      (Wm.  Stuart) 
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Greeley >  Colorado: 


For  the  week  ending  May  12,  1917. 


Weather  conditions  have  been  much  more  favorable  for 
gro'JTing  crops  during  the  past  fo\7  days  than  they  have  been  at 
any  time  this  spring.      A  few  early  potatoes  have  been  planted. 
I  understand  that  some  of  then  have  rotted  in  the  ground  because 
of  cold  weather. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately''  20  cars  of  table  stock 
remain  in  this  district.      The  present  wholesale  price  is  $4.25 
per  hundred.      Seed  is  selling  for  5  cents  per  pound.      It  is  ex- 
pected that  there  v;ill  be  a  sufficient  supply. 

Saturday  I  visited  Mr.  McGlellan's  farm,  where  he  is 
making  extensive  preparations  for  growing  fancy  seed  potatoes . 
He  has  an  ideal  potato  soil,  a  good  supply  of  v/ater  and  a  large 
stock  of  high  grade  seed  for  planting,  so  that  he  is  starting  out 
under  most  favorable  conditicns .  (C.  F.  Clark) 

Jerome,  Idaho;  For  the  v/eek  ending  Ivlay  12,  1917. 

We  expect  to  begin  planting  potatoes  by  the  18th.  Must 
first  corrugate  the  oats  and  so  some  more  work  on  the  potato  ground. 
Potato  planting  will  be  general  on  the  tract  this  v/eek.      There  are 
no  table  stock  potatoes  to  be  had  in  the  Jerome  stores  at  present. 

Alfalfa  has  grov/n  6  inches  in  the  last  four  days.      It  is 
reported  that  20  per  cent,  of  the  alfalfa  on  the  South  Side  and 
about  50  per  cent,  in  the  Boise  Valley  has  been  killed. 

Dr.  Sdson  is  hero  packing  up  some  of  the  office  apparatus 
for  shipment  to  Greeley  and  Washington. 

The  tercperc-.oure  is  10  degrees  higher  today  than  any  day 
this  spring.  Maximura  temperature  for  the  past  v/eek  70°;  minimum 
41°;  rainfall  .03  inches . 

'Vill  put  the  20  varieties  of  beaiis  in  the  plot  above  the 
laboratory  aiad  could  also  spare  half  an  acre  in  the  potato  field. 
Am  writing  Prof.  Barrus  as  to  the  season  about  Jerome.  Possibly 
he  will  prefer  to  put  them  on  the  South  Side  near  Filer . 

(G,  V/.  Dewey) 

Presque  Isle,  Maine:  For  the  v/eek  ending;  May  12,  1917. 

We  have  done  very  little  this  v/eek  but  pot  seedlings. 
Saturday  night  we  had  in  all  potted  14,398  plants.      Although  some 
of  the  plants  are  rather  small,  they  have  a  v/onderful  root  system, 
and  make  rapid  gro'^'th  after  they  are  potted.      I  should  think  there 
are  about  a  thousand  to  be  potted  Monday. 

Most  of  the  field  men  from  Dr.  Orton's  office  are  here  as 
v/ell  as  the  men  from  Dr.  Shriner's  office. 
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Little  could  be  done  by  the  farmers  this  v/eek  but  cut 
seed,  because  of  rainy  weather.  V/e  hardly  sav/  the  sun  all  the 
week , 

Green  I/iountains  are  selling  for  §7.00  per  barrel;  Irish 
Cobblers  about  $6.50  per  ba.rrel. 

It  is  hard  te  say  v;hat  the  increase  in  acreage  of  pota- 
toes \7ill  be  this  year,  but  everyone  thinks  there  v/ill  be  some 
increase.  (p.  M.  Lombard) 


Washington  Notes .  Kay  19,  1917. 

Miss  Connor  and  the  v;riter  v/ent  to  NorfolK  Monday  even- 
ing to  take  notes  on  the  potato  experiments  at  Diamond  Springs,  Va. 
A  series  of  photographs  v/ere  made  on  Tuesday  of  plants  produced 
from  whole  and  cut  seed  of  various  sizes,   and  also  from  greened 
and  ungreened  seed. 

The  writer,  accompanied  by  iiessrs  .  McClintock  and  Smith, 
of  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station,  the  Bureau  of  plant  In- 
dustry, and  State  Experiment  Station,   spent  Wednesday  afternoon 
in  potato  fields  around  West  Norfolk.       In  some  of  the  fields 
visited,  the  plants  were  showing  the  characteristic  foliage  color- 
ation that  is  alv/ays  associated  with  mal-nutrit ion .      It  is  an 
open  question  whether  the  trouble  is  entirely  due  to  a  lack  of 
available  potash,   or  to  an  over -supply  of  nitrogen.      In  practical- 
ly every  instance  the  foliage  coloration  v/as  present  in  fields  which 
had  been  fertilized  heavily  v/ith  a  9-7-0  fertilizer;  that  is,  9  per 
cent,  of  ammonia  and  7  per  cent,  of  phosphoric  acid.      ¥nere  stable 
manure  had  been  freely  used,  or  v/here  Peruvian  guano  or  a  7-7-2.5 
fertilizer  had  been  applied,  there  was  practically  no  evidence  of 
any  physiological  derangement  of  the  plant. 

The  condition  of  the  potato  crop  in  the  Norfolk  section 
at  the  present  time  is  not  particularly  satisfactory.  protracted 
cold  weath?r,  accompanied  by  a  rather  low  rainfall,  has  materially 
retarded  the  development  of  the  plants. 

The  writer  left  for  Washington  on  the  '"ednesday  evening 
boat,  leaving  Miss  Connor  to  complete  the  note  taking. 

The  weather  here  in  Washington  has  modified  very  con- 
siderably since  last  week.      At  present  writing  it  is  reasonably 
v/arm.      Rain  is  badly  needed.  (V/m.  Stuart) 
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Qreeley.  Colo: 


£or_the  v;eek  ending  May  19.  1917 


Crop  conditi<kns  axQ  «sxC9ptionally  favorable  at  the  present  time.  We 
havo  had  sufficient  moisture  at  the  proper  intervals  to  give  tho  crops 
which  have  already  been  planted  a  good  start.      Water  has  recently  been 
turned  into  the  ditches  and  irrigation  of  edfalfa  has  begun. 

Rain  has  been  falling  during  the  past  36  hours  .  This  will  put  potato 
ground  v/hich  is  plowed  in  excellent  condition  and  should  furnish  sufficient 
moisture,  if  properly  conserved,  to  germinate  the  seed. 

At  the  sta.tion  the  work  is  progressing  rapidly.      The  greater  part 
of  the  alfalfa  has  been  irrigated  once,  the  potato  ground  is  near-ly  ready 
for  planting,  the  seed  has  been  treated  and  the  seedlings  have  been  potted. 
For  the  seedlings  I  havo  had  some  cold  frames  made  v;hich  I  find  to  be  very 
satisfactory  where  comparatively  small  quantities  are  grown.      (C.  F.  C.) 

Jerome.  Idaho;  For  the  week  ending  May  19,  1917. 

The  past  week  was  extremely  windy,  ground  is  rapidly  drying  out. 
Started  the  water  on  the  alfalfa  last  Monday.      Everything  is  in  readiness 
for  planting  potatoes.      The  fax'mers  arc  preparing  land  for  bc^^ts  and 
potatoes,  some  of  each  havo  'o-^^ii  planted. 

V/eather  for  the  past  vie-l:  v/as  as  follows,-    average  maximur.i  70°,  average 
rainimum  39 with  .18  inches  rainfall.  (G.  W.  D.) 


Presque  Isle,  Maine:  For  the  week  endinr.  May  19,  1917. 

Finished  potting  the  seedlings  Monday  at  noon,  having  a  total  of  15716 
not  counting  those  for  the  Pathologists,  which  number  abnut  700.      The  Path- 
ologists are  studying  Llooaic  and  Streak  on  second  generation  seedlings  from 
healthy  and  diseased  parents,  sclecti^ig  ^:.06d-ba].l.s  froiv.  seedlings  of  first 
generation  which  have  a  large  per  cent  of  tn.'  :wo  o.iseasss,  every  year. 

planted  a  barrel  of  Irish  Gobblers  l/j.y  17,  the  first  planting  of 
the  Maturity  Experiment  .      Friday  wo  began  on  tl:e  Variety  Collection,  finish- 
ing Saturday  night . 

Mr,  Corder ,  who  has  been  assisting  with  the  work  since  I.'ay  3vh,  bj.'ore 
leaving  Washington  had  made  oxid  shipped  to  Presque  Isle  -olanting  wires  for 
material  planted  on  tho  Tuber  Unit  basis  as  well  as  wires  for  planting  our 
\i|/hole  vs ,  Cut  seed  experiment . 

The  v/eather  has  been  cold  and  rainy  with  very  little  sunshine,  which  is 
not  conducive  to  rapid  grovrth  of  our  seedlings  in  the  greenhouse.      A  great 
deal  of  sunshine  is  needed  between  nov^  and  June  5th  to  enable  those  plants 
to  get  of  sufficient  size  to  be  transplanted  to  the  field. 

Farmers  are  very  busy  planting,  potatoes  bringing  ^7.00  to  ^^^7.50  per 
barrel,  buyers  cleaning  up,  very  few  brought  in  by  the  farmers.  (P.  M.  L.) 

Swannanoa,  N.  G.  For  the  week  ending  May  19,  1917. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  S.  C.  Clapp,  Assistant  Director  of  the  North 
Carolina  Mountain  Station  at  Swannanoa,  N.  C.,  the  office  has  just  received  a 
set  of  notes  on  the  germination  of  the  Department's  collection  of  South  Amer- 
ican varieties  which  are  being  grown  at  that  point.      These  notes  indicate 
that  the  varieties  are  in  all  stages  of  germination,  from  those  coming  through 
the  ground  to  those  showing  a  perfect  stand  with  plants  about  4  inches  high. 
Good  growing  conditions  prevail  in  this  section.  (Vif.  S.) 
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Washington  Notes  .  For  the  ;.veek  ending  May  19,  191/  . 

Tha  second  set  of  gerrainc.-Gion  notos  \7as   taken  on  the  Norfolk  plantings 
last  v/eak  (iJay  14-19).      Practically  all  of  the  plants  which  -.vero  not  up  when 
the  first  notes  were  taken  had  pushed  through  the  ground  by  this  time,  al- 
though somo  of  theiTi  v/ere  very  small.      The  ground  is  packed  very  hard  and 
firm,  and  it  will  not  be  easy  to  dig  the  potatoes  this  year.      This  is  prob- 
ably due  to  the  wet  weather  at  planting  tims.      prof.  Johnson  said  that  some 
of  the  Station  potatoes,  planted  almost  a  inonth  later,  when  the  ground  v/as 
dry  and  in  better  condition,  were  just  as  iar  advanced.      Notes  were  taken 
on  mosaic  and  curly  dwarf,  and  plants  so  affected  wer^  raarked,   as  v/ell  as 
any  abnormal  or  unhealthy  plants.      Of  the  four  U.  S.  D.  A.  seedlings  plant- 
ed at  Norfolk,  S.  23083  and  30811  showed  a  large  percentage  of  disease, 
chiefly  mosaic . 

The  third  set  of  germination  notes  will  be  taken  the  first  part  of  June, 
or  as  Foon  as  the  plants  are  in  blossora.      The  system  of  scoring  allov/s  5 
points  per  inch,  using  the  height  of  the  central  stalk  as  &.  basis  for  calcu- 
lation and  making  due  allowance  for  the  general  vigor  of  the  plants,  spread 
of  leaves,  number  of  stems,  otc.      The  highost  score  given  at  this  time  was 
55,  as  co.mpared  with  2C  tv.-o  weeks  previous. 

Svery  one  in  the  Department  is  at  present  interested  in  the  problem  of 
conserving  the  country's  crops  by  improved  methods  of  drying,  evaporating, 
canning,  etc.      In  line  with  the  work  being  undertaken  by  several  other 
offices,  we  have  recently  inaugurated  a  test  of  the  possibility  of  drying 
potatoes  in  the  home.      Most  of  you  are  familiar  \7ith  the  products  of 
Mr.  Pitcher,  of  Caribou,  IJaine ,  or  of  the  King  Co.,  of  Oregon.      Mr.  Lombard 
has  shipped  down  a  barrel  of  Cobblers  for  our  experiments,  and  we  hope  to 
discover  a  practical  method  for  the  home  manufacture  ci  sliced  dried  potatoes. 

Washington  Notes  .  For  the  week  ending.  Iviay  19,  1917. 

Weather  continues  cool  and  crops  are  very  backward.      Early  planted 
potatoes  are  from  8  to  10  inches  in  height.      Replies  received  from  letters 
of  inquiry  indicate  a  10  to  20  per  cent,  increase  in  potato  acreage  this 
season . 

The  Department  has  just  issued  a  circular  describing  and  illustrating 
methods  of  cutting  seed  potatoes ,      This  circular  has  been  mailed  to  potato 
grov/ers  in  the  Northeastern  United  States.  ("jV.  S.) 
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^OT  the  week  ending  May  26.  1917. 


But  very  little  planting  of  late  potatoes  has  yet  been  done . 
A  few  growers  have  started,  but  have  been  obliged  to  stop  because 
of  the  wet  weather. 

Friday  and  Saturday  about  1.75  inches  of  rain  fell. 

Unusually  cold  weather  still  prevails.  (Dr.  C.  P.  Clark) 


Jerome.  Idaho:  For  the  week  ending  May  26.  1917. 

The  past  week  has  been  rainy  and  potato  planting  has  been  de- 
layed . 

The  Land  and  Water  Company  will  plant  130  acres  instead  of  100 
as  previously  stated.      Have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  get  definite 
figures  on  the  acreage  for  this  year.      Mr.  Bennett  stated  that  the 
acreage  in  Idaho  would  be  doubled,  mainly  due  to  the  planting  of 
numerous  small  lots . 

I  expect  to  get  all  the  potatoes  in  this  week. 

I  have  heard  rumors  of  potatoes  being  contracted  at  $2.00  per 
hundred  pounds,  and  alfalfa  at  $12.50  per  ton  in  the  stack. 

Weather  for  the  past  week:  average  maximum  62°;  average  minimum 
40°;  and  .85  inches  of  rainfall.      This  has  been  termed  the  million 
dollar  rain.  (George  V/.  Dewey) 


Presque  Isle.  Maine:  For  the  week  ending  May  26.  1917. 

We  have  been  planting  potatoes  this  v/eek  when  it  v/as  not  rain- 
ing hard  enough  to  make  the  field  muddy.      All  our  planting  has  been 
done  by  hand.      Two  more  days  will  finish  up  this  kind  of  work  and 
the  rest  of  the  materials  will  be  planted  with  the  planter. 

Several  farmers  who  got  their  seed  in  the  ground  early  report 
that  it  is  rotting.      Other  reports  are  that  the  seed  has  not  yet 
started  to  germinate.      This  condition  is,  I  believe,  wholly  due  to 
the  cold,  rainy  weather. 

A  few  potatoes  are  being  sold  for  table  stock  at  $7.75  per 
barrel.  (P.M.  Lombard) 


Washington  Notes :  For  the  week  ending  June  2.  1917. 

Little  of  interest  has  occurred  during  the  past  week  except 
that  there  has  been  a  rather  heavy  precipitation,  beginning  Saturday 
evening,  May  26,  and  winding  up  on  May  31.      The  weather  on  the  whole 
has  been  decidedly  cool,  and  the  percentage  of  sunshine  has  been 
rather  small . 

Seed  potatoes  are  being  retailed  by  the  Washington  seedsmen  at 
$1.00  per  peck,  or  $6.67  per  100  pounds. 

I  expect  to  leave  for  Maine  on  Sunday  evening,  June  3,  and  will 
probably  be  absent  from  the  office  until  June  12.       (Wm .  Stuart) 


I  have  been  engaged  in  drying  potatoes  ail  the  week,   and  have 
secured  a  satisfactory  home  product  by  using  an  electric  fan  for 
driving  off  the  moisture.      An  ordinary  gas  oven  has,  so  far,  given 
better  results  than  the  electrical  oven  which  evidently  does  not 
possess  adequate  means  of  escape  for  the  moisture  . 

I  expect  to  leave  Washington  Tuesday  evening  for  Norfolk  to 
take  the  third  set  of  germrination  notes  .      The  plants  should  be  in 
full  blossom  by  this  time,  although  Proffesscr  Johnson  said  last 
week  that  they  were,  showing  the  effects  of  insufficient  rain. 

(Margaret  Connor) 
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Greeley .  Cclo  .  :  Por  the  week  ending  June  2.   1917  - 

planting  has  again  "been  delayed  "because  of  the  wet  v/eather  • 
Rain  fell  nearly  every  day  during  the  past  week.     On  June  1, 
there  was  snow  in  some  parts  of  the  county. 

Old  potatoes  are  selling  for  about  $4.25  per  hundred  whole- 
sale.    Practically  all  of  the  ta'ble  stock  has  "been  cleaned  up. 
Pro"bably  not  more  than  two  or  three  cars  are  nov/  in  t'nis  dis- 
trict . 

(Dr.  C  F.  Clark) 


Pre s que  Isle,  l.Ie  .  :  For  the  week  ending  June  2,   1917  . 

The  weather  has  not  been  particularly  favorable  for  farm 
work  during  the  past  week.     The  bul]^  of  the  crop  in  this  section 
is  planted,   although  some  of  the  large  growers  still  have  quite 
an  acreage  to  plant.     The  potatoes  are  bringing  $8.00  a  barrel; 
but  very  few  are  being  shipped. 

The  season  is  about  tv/o  weexs  later  than  last  year. 

The  majority  of  our  stock  was  planted  Saturday  night.  The 
1917  seedlings  which,  because  of  the  backward  season  and  the 
lack  of  sunshine  are  rather  small,  will  be  transplanted  to  the 
field  the  week  of  June  10th. 

(P.  M.  Lombard) 


Sivannanoa,  ITorth  Carolina :         For  the  week  ending  June  2,   1917  . 

The  U.  S-  Department's  potatoes  are  practically  all  up  and 
grovv'ing  well  new.     Some  of  them  are  showing  cluster  buds  for 
bloom.     They  were  all  sprayed  June  1st,  but  rain  fell  in  the 
afternoon  an!  washeo.  some  of  it  off  ■     We  hope  to  cultivate  them 
again  the  fi-rst  of  the  coming  week. 

The  vv-eather  ib  warming  up  now,  wi  ch  good  rains. 

(S.  C.  Clapp) 

Travel  Notes.  For  the  week  ending  June  8,  1917. 

In  cur  journey  from  V/as'hington  to  northern  Llame ,   this  week, 
the  backwardness  of  the  season  was  apparent  between  Providence 
and  Boston  v^rhere  apple  trees  were  just  coming  into  bloom,  on 
Monday  morning.     As  vve  neared  Portland,  Me.,   the  apple  trees 
were  just  shov/ing  sufficient  development  of  leaf  bud  and  bloom 
to  give  them  a  slight  greenish  appearance.     From  Northern  Maine 
Jc.,   to  Presque  Isle,  Me.,   the  Bhad  bush  seemed  to  be  the  most 
common  flov/ering  tree  or  shrub  that  was  in  bloom.     The  v/hits 
birch  and  the  willcv/  were  only  partially  leaved  out.  Another 
thing  of  perhaps  greater  interest  to  the  v/riter  was  the  evidence 
on  every  hand,  in  the  small  towns  and  cities  fhrough  which  the 
train  passed,  was  the  fact  that  the  campaign  waged  this  spring 
for  the  production  of  greater  supplies  of  food,  showed  great 
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rssults  .     Almost  univsrsally,  hitherto  unoccupied  backyards 
and  vacant  lots  had  bsen  used  for  the  growing  of  garden  vegeta- 
bles . 

The  Bangor  Daily  Commercial,   of  Monday,  June  4,  contained 
a  statement  from  the  Aroostook  County  Food  Conservation  Com- 
mittee, in  which  it  was  claimed  that  there  was  going  to  be  a 
27  per  cent  increase  m  potato  acreage  in  the  county  in  1917 . 
However,   the  figures  presented  were  qualified  by  the  statement 
that  they  were  incomplete.     It  is  estimated  by  those  who  are  in  a 
position  to  knov/  that  close  to  90,000  tons  of  commercial  ferti- 
lizers were  hauled  into  the  county  during  the  past  winter  and 
spring,  and  that  practically  this  whole  amount  is  to  be  or  has 
been  used  in  the  planting  of  the  potato  crop. 

Some  rotting  of  seed  in  the  ground  has  been  reported,  but  it 
is  not  thought  that  very  serious  losses  from  this  source  v/ill  be 
sustained  by  the  grov/ers .     Just  at  present,   outside  of  lov^  tem- 
perature,  conditions  are  favorable  for  the  crop. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Presque  Isle  Chamber  of  Commerce,  last 
evening,   called  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  considering  v/ays 
and  means  for  providing  financial  support  for  the  county  and 
local  organizations  engaged  in  the  great  food  conservation  and 
labor  supply  movement,   one  of  the  principal  speakers  of  the 
evening  was  President  Todd,   of  the  Eangor  and  Aroostook  Railway. 
One  of  the  statements  which  most  forcibly  impressed  the  writer 
was  with  regard  to  the  coal  supply.     The  speaker  said  that  the 
two  regions  in  the  United  States  in  which  this  situation  was 
most  crucial  were  Minnesota  and  the  Middle  West,  and  the  New 
England  States .     He  told  of  having  closed  a  deal  on  that  morning 
for  soft  coal  for  his  railroad  at  $10.00  per  ton,  which  hereto- 
fore had  cost  the  road  $3.50  per  ton.     This  is  only  one  evidence 
of  some  of  the  unusual  economic  conditions  resulting  from  the 
disturbance  of  trade  relations  v/hich  the  European  war  has  brought 
about . 

(V/m.  Stuart  )  . 


Washington,  S.  C.     June  8,   1917 . 

Miss  Connor  has  gone  to  Norfolk  in  the  interests  of  the 
potato  v/ork  there  . 

Mr.  Corder  arrived  at  the  office  on  Friday. 
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G-reeley,   Cclo.:  ^'cr  the  week  , ending  june  9^   ?,3lv  • 

Excellent  v/eather  ccnditions  have  prevailed  during  the  past 
week.  The  potato  crop  is  nov/  "being  planted  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
The  large  amount  of  moisture  in  the  soil  should  he  sufficient  to 
insure  good  germination.  So  far  as  I  kno-.v,  there  v/ill  te  suffi- 
cient seed  in  this  district.  Practically  all  of  the  talole  stock 
has  "been  disposed  of. 

At  the  station  we  have  nearly  finished  planting  except  a 
little  hand  v/ork  and  tne  late  planted  seed. 

(Lr.  Cc  F.  Clark) 


Jerome  ,  Idaho.  : 


ITct  heard  from- -deed  or  sleeping. 


Presqus  Isle,  Lie 


For  the  ■.veek  ending 


1917 


The  weath 

week. 

Frofr-jscr  Stuart  arr 
usual  "by  ram.  Professor 
for  severa.1  purposes  ,  to 
cial  matters,   to  inspect 
site  for  t"he  storage  nous 
view  contractors,  etc. 

lir  .  C order  ,v.'"no  has  b) 
left  Wednesday  night,  jun 
greatly  appreciated  this 
the  amount  of  material  v/e 
speed  without  two  men  who 

Professor  Stuart  lef 

It  began  raining  Pri 
s"Dells  of  a  few  hours  for 


r  is  improving  a  little,   tiiree'days  of  sunshine  this 


Swannanoa , 


C 


ived  from  '.Vashington  Tuesday  followed  as 

Stuart ^s  trip  to  Maine  this  spring  was 
interview  Director  V;oods  on  several  offi- 
tiie  greenhiruse  and  seedlings,   to  locate  a 
e,  to  price  building  material,'  to  inter- 

een  assisting  with  the  v/ork  since  May  8th, 
e  6th,  for  Washington.  His  assistance  W8.s 
spring.     It  is  almost  im.possible  to  plant 

have  each  year  in  Maine  v/ith  accuracy  anc. 

are  thoroughly  familiar  wit^  our  system, 
t  Presque  Isle  Pr j day  night, 
day  night  and  has  only  let  up  for  breathi  r. 

four  days . 

(P.  M.  Lombard) 
For  the  week  ending  June  9,   1917  . 


Arrived  at  Sv;annanoa,  r.C-,  t"nis  a.  m.  at  10.30. 

I  find  ®ur  potato  plots  are  in  the  very  best  of  condition, 
notes  are  being  taken  on  Mosaic  and  Curly  Dwarf,   and  plants  so 
affected  are  marked,  as  •.veil  as  any  a,bnormal  or  unhealthy  plants. 
Curly  Dwarf  if  about  the  only  disease  I  have  found  so  far.  The 
system  of  scoring  on  size  of  plant  allows  5  points  per  inch,  using 
the  height  of  the  central  stalk  as  a  basis  for  calculation  and 
making  due  allowance  for  the  general  vigor  of  the  plants,  spread 
of  leaves,  number  of  stems,  etc.     The  germination  here  tnis  season 
is  about  96  to  99  per  cent.     Mr •  Clapp^   the  superintendent,  is 
giving  them  the  best  of  attention. 

Good  growing  conditions  prevail  in  this  section. 

(G.  H.  C order) 
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ITorf  oik  ITotes  :  For  the  week  ending  June  16.  IS:.' 

I  left  Washington  for  l^orfolk  V/ednesday  evening,  June  6tn, 
reaching  Washington  again  on  V/ednesiay  morning,  a  week  later.  The 
v.'eatner  at  ITcrfclk  was  none  too  f  avorahie ,  for  it  rained  every  day 
except  the  last,   the  heavy  dov;npour  "being  several  times  ac companies 
"by  thunder  and  electrical  display =     Beginning  Saturday  night,  it 
raihed  hard  practically  without  ceasing  until  IJonday  morning,  and 
started  in  again  Monday  afternoon.     You  can  imagine  the  condition 
of  the  ground.     It  made  loitering  inipcssihle,  however,  for  if  one 
stood  too  long  in  the  same  spot  there  was  danger  of  not  "being 
a"ble  to  pull  oneself  out.     The  farmers  in  the  neigh"borhood  were 
growing  uneasy  over  the  continued  j'ains  .     The  dry  weather  of  the 
weeks  previous  was  '^^eing  more  than  atoned  for  and  some  growers  re- 
ported potatoes  rotting  in  the  ground. 

Looking  at  our  plants  from  the  roadv/ay,   the  tvv'o  plots  present 
a  very  good  appearance.     They  are  larger  than  the  Station  potatoes 
or  those  grown  in  the  fields  along  the  car  line.     The  stand  also 
seems  more  perfect.     The  largest  plants  are  a^cut  19  inches  high. 
But  upon  closer  inspection,   there  are  a  num'i^er  of  undesira"ble 
features  to  vhicn  attention  should  'ne  called.     First  and  foremost 
of  these  is  the  damage  dene  "loy  the"bugs  which  have  "been  very  numer- 
ous .     The  field  was  not  sprayed  until  June  1 .     It  had  been  dusted 
the  previous  day,  "but  a  hard  rain  several  hours  later  washed  the 
plants  thoroughly.     By  the  time  I  reached  Norfolji  the  "bugs  were 
very  bad,   so  the  field  was  sprayed  again  on  June  9,  but  without 
much  effect  for  on  Tuesday  the  bugs  were  as  numerous  as  ever^  I 
marked  the  plants  which  had  lost  enough  leaves  to  affect  their 
vitality,  but  it  was  impossible  to  record  all  of  the  injury.  There 
were  many  instances  where  no  leaves  at  all  remained.     The  Station 
potatoes  did  not  seem  tcbe  as  badly  ravaged  as  ours . 

The  second  n-'-teworthy  feature  is  that  there  is   entirely  too 
much  disease.     This  is  net  as  pronounced  in  the  whole  vs.  cut 
seed  experiment  as  in  the  rest  of  the  field.     Two  weeks  ago  raesaic 
was  the  most  important  trouble.     There  is  still  a  great  deal,  al- 
though many  of  the  plants  v/hich  tv/o  weeks  ago  showed  symtoms  of 
mosaic  have  developed  healthy  and  luxuriant  foliage.     There  are  a 
gord  many  cases  of  leaf  roll  and  arsenical  burning  of  the  foliage, 
but  the  most  interesting  trouble  is  what  lir .  Orton^s  office  has 
designated  "streak."  'I  had  never  seen  it  before,  and' Mr  .  l.'iCClintock , 
the  Pathologist  of  the  Station,  whose  opinion  I  asked,  had  cnly 
seen  it  once.     The  trouble  seems  characterized  by  a  yellowing  if 
the  leaves  and  petioles  follc'.ved  in  ^lore  advanced  stages  by  wither- 
ing; the  leaf  stalks  breaking  over  at  their  juncture  v/ith  the  main 
^  stem, stems  and  all  finally  dying  down  to  the  ground.     The  leaf 
stalks  at  the  base  of  the  plant  seem  to  be  first  affected.     There  is 
a  great  deal  of  this  trouble  in  the  field. 


(Margaret  Connor) 
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Travel  and  \7ashington:  For  the  v/eok  ending;  June  16_,_  19,:  ^ ■ 

Cn  my  return  trip  from  Taine ,   I  spent  Saturday  in  the  "icinio^ 
of  Boston  and  had  a  good  opportunity  of  noting  the  "hackv/ardness 
of  the  eeason.     Seme  65  miles  north  of  Boston  the  apples  v/ere  no~ 
in  full  hioor.1  on  June  10,   in  fact  some  varieties  v/ere  just  coming 
into  olcom.     It  is  safe  to  say  that  vegetation  is  at  least  two 
v/eeks  later  than  usual.     Leaving  Boston  Sunday  evening  on  the  -fed- 
eral Express,  Philadelphia  v/as  reached  in  the  early  morning.  In 
the  forenoon,   I  visited  the  truck  farm  of  A.  R.  Kchler  of  'Jood'hury, 
lie  J.,  v;here  I  had  an  opportunity  ci  comparing  the  relative  earli- 
ness  of  Maine  grown  and  home  grown  Irish  Gobhler  seed  potatoes. 
Thd  former  appeared  to  he  at  least  a  v.'esk  earlier  than  the  latter, 
but  the  difference  in  size  and  in  percentage  of  stand  was  not  as 
marked  as  in  many  other  instances  that  I  have  noted.     Ihe  plants 
from  the  Maine  grown  seed  v/ere  nearly  in  full  hiocm. ,  while  those 
from  home  grown  seed  Vv'ere  showing  a  scattering  hiocm.     Mr.  Kohler 
was  harvesting  green  peas  for  the  Philadelphia  market^     ihe  market 
quotations  cn  Monday  v/ere  from  75  to  90  cents  per  5/8  bushel 
"basket-     A  large  field  of  tomato  plants  as  noted  on  the  farm 
which  had  been  rather  badly  devastated  by  the  mature  Colorado 
potato  beetle.     The  beetles  were  being  hand  picked  in  order  to 
prevent  further  in  jury.  • 

Returned  tc  Philadelphia  at  1.15  p.  m.  and  left  for  Washing- 
ton on  the  2  .  27  . 

Heavy  rains  E.nd  ccol  weather  has  prevailed  m.cst  of  this  week- 
yashington  was  visited  Thursday  noon  by  an  unusually  severe  electri- 
cal storm  v/hich  was  accompanied  by  hail  and  a  very  heavy  downpour 
of  rain,   causing  considerable  damage  to  garden  crops. 

Office  correspondence  has  been  heavy  this  v/eek.     Mr.  E.  Percy 
Miller  of  the  fiim  of  Albert  Miller  &  Co.  spent  most  of  Friday 
with  r.s  and  is  inspecting  Mr.  C-ore  '  3  potato  drying  plant  at  Arling- 
ton I'^arm  this  moD'ring-.    Mrs  /  Bra.nnin  has  been  absent  from  the 
Office  all  of  this  week  on  account  of  illness. 


(V/.  Stuart) 
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Greeley,  Colo  .  :  For  the  wesk  sndin^  June  16.   193  7- 

Potato  plantirxg  in  this  section  is  nearly  completed- _  \Thile 
there  was  an  excess  of  moisture  earlier  in  the  season  it  is 
rapidly  disappearing  now  so  it  is  possi"t^le  that  some  of  the  late 
planted  fields  will  have  to        irrigated  up  if  we  do  not  get  rain 
soon . 

On  the  night  of  June  12  there  was  a  light  frost  which  did 
some  damage  to  ineans  . 

At  the  station  we  have  finished  planting  with  the  exception 
of  the  late  planted  plats  for  seed,     V/e  have  also  cultivated  and 
harrowed  once  which  it  is  customary  in  this  section  to  do  as  soor. 
as  possible  after  planting. 

(Dr»  C  P.  Clark) 
Jerome,  Idaho:  For  the  week  ending  June  16,  1917. 

Warm  v/eather  appears  to  hs  \..'ith  us  at  last.     Average  maxi]um 
for  the  week,   80;  average  niiniiuun,  46- 

The  potato  acreage  on  the  South  Side  in  Twin  Falls  County 
is  a"bout  a  third  more  than  last  year.  A  fev^^  farmers  are  still 
planihing  in  this  section. 

Haying  will  "begin  on  the  tract  this  v;eek.     We  will  start 
cutting  the  latter  part  of  the  week.     For  the  past  week  we  have 
"been  busy  cleaning  ditches  and  irrigating, 

Mr.  F.  R.  Jones,  Forage  Crop  Pathologist,  was  here  for  a 
day  last  week  and  could  find  very  little  dir-ease  in  the  alfalfa 
in  this  section  of  the  State. 

(Geo.  V/.  Dewey) 

Presque  Isle ,  Me . :  For  the  week  ending  June  16,  1917- 

Rain,  rain,  and  still  morerain.     From  the  night  of  June  8 
to  the  evening  of  June  11,   5-6  inches  of  rain  fell  on  Aroostook 
Farm.     In  the  vicinity  of  Portland  nearly  9  inches  of  rain  hsi-s 
fallen  in  the  last  month. 

I  naArs  never  seen  tne  soil  of  Aroostook  with  so  much  water 
in  it.     Cultivation  which  usually  can  begin  a  few  hours  after 
a  rain  storm,  must  hs  delayed  from  two  days  to  a  week.  Many 
fields  of  potatoes  are  still  under  several  inches  of  water . 

We  put  in  a  day  and  a  half  this  week  transplanting  seedlings, 
3  to  4  days  more  will  >ie  necessary  to  finish  the  job. 


(P.  M.  Lombard) 


( 
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Swannanoa , 


C  .  : 


For  tJie 


v/3?k  ending  June  16,  1917 


The  first  set  cf  notes  taken  on  the  potato  experiments  at 
Swannanoa,  IT.  C.,  ha-^e  been  completed.     Ihe  South  i\r/ierican  col- 
lection seems  to  he  more  "^rigorous  and  healthy  than  in  i:)reYious 
years,     nearly  all  are  shewing  flower  "buds.     A  few  are  in  hloGso 
at  this  time.     The  Maine  seedling.?  are  growing  nicely,  some 
numbers  are  badly  diseased  with  curly  dwarf  and  mosaic. 

The  condition  cf  the  poLa-to  crop  in  this  section  at  the 
present  time  is  ver;^'  satisfactory. 


Washington,  D.  C .- -Laboratory  hotes:  For  the  week  ending  June 


The  potato  drying  experiments  have  been  continued  this 
week.     Enough  work  has  been  done  to  demonstrate  that  a  satisfac- 
tory home  product  can  be  obtained  .     The  partially  cooked  slices 
h8.ve  proved  most  successful,   the  raw  potatoes  not  being  adapted 
to  drying  without  bleaching.     The  following  method  of  drying 
is  simple  and  gives  satisfactory  results.     Peel  the  potatoes, 
cut  into  3/16"  slices,   rinsing  in  clear  cold  water  before  and 
after  slicing.     Arrange  on  galvanized  wire  trays  in  an  ordTHry 
home  steam.er  and  steam  for  15  minutes.     These-  steamed  slices 
may  then  ba  dried  in  either  of  two  ways:     they  may  bs  placed 
in  front  of  an  electric  fan  and  the  moisture  driven  off  by  a 
current  of  air  at  room  temperature,   or  they  msy  be  placed  in  an 
ordinary  oven,  heated  to  approximately  leC  F.,   ajid  dried  for 
about  6  hours  or  until  brittje.     Care  m.ust  be  taken  not  to  let 
the  oven  temperature  get  too  high,   or  the  slices  will  scorch, 
if  too  low,   they  will  take  too  long  to  dry  and  will  not  be  a 
clear  color.     V/her.  an  electric  fan  is  a^^ailabie  and  ::urrent  is 
not  too  expensive,   that  method  v/ill  be  found  most  satisfactory,  r 
there  is  no  danger  of  burning  and  the  fan  dried  slices  are  a 
lighter  color,  and  very  clear  and  translucent. 

\7e  are  now  running  a  series  cf  bleaching  exp;  eriments  ,  dry- 
ing raw  sliced  potatoes  after  dipping  them  in  solutions  of 
sodium  bisulphite.     This  is  not  a  promising  method  for  the  home. 

Monday  night  Mr.  Corder  and  I  leave  for  Norfolk  to  harvest 
17  rov/s  of  the  greened  and  ungreened  seed  experiment  to  note 
effect  on  earliness . 


.  Corder) 


23 


1917  . 


(Margaret  Connor) 
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Washington  ITotes:  Ij'or  the  week  ending  Juno  25.   191V  . 

The  weather  this  week  has  'neen  unusually  fine  and  crops 
are  growing  splendidly.     The  potato  garden  patches  in  the  cj.  ty 
give  promise  of  an  abundant  harvest. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  being  experienced  in  securing 
seed  potatoes  for  second  orls-te  crop  planting.     It  is  prac t:  cal v 
impossible  to  buy  McCormicl^  seed  stock  at  any  price.  Local 
dealers  are  charging  from  ^5.00  to  $6.00  per  bushel  and  are 
unable  to  secure  enough  stock  to  fill  their  orders      A  party 
called  at  the  office  on  Wenesday  and  requested  our  assistance 
in  locating  500  bushels  of  McCormick  seed  potatoes  which  he 
wanted  to  plant.  Thus  far  we  have  not  been  able  to  locate  a 
single  bushel.     There  ie  every  indication  that  the  scarcity 
and  high  price  of  suitable  seed  stock  is  going  to  materially 
reduce  the  acreage  of  late  crop  potatoes  in  this  locality. 


(Wc.  Stuart) 
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Greeley ,   Colo  .  :  For  the  period  snding  Juns  23, 


Potato  planting  is  completed  in  this  district.     A  fa;v  of 
the  earlier  planted  fields  are  "beginning  to  come  up.  Shippi;;f7 
of  table  stock  has  ceased,  as  the  supply  is  exhausted  except 
small  lots  of  surplus  seed  which  has  "been  left  over  from  plant- 
ing.This  is  heing  disposed  of  locally  for  eating  purposes  at 
about  $2.00  per  hundred. 

All  crops,  with  the  exception  of  alfalfa,   are  looking  fine. 
Hay  cutting  is  novv  in  progress.     The  crop  will  not  "be  as  good 
as  last  year,  particularly  new  seeding. 

At  the  Station  we  have  irrigated  -che  gfain  and  the  potatoes 
which  v/ere  planted  by  hand;  have  also  transplanted  the  seedling 
potatoes.     The  hay  has  been  cut  and  is  nearly  ready  for  stacking 

(Dr.  C.  F.  Clark) 
Sy/annanOa ,  IT .  C  ■  :  gor  the  period  ending  June  50,  1917 

The  second  Bordeaux  spraying  of  all  the  potatoes  v/as  com- 
pleted on  the  26th.     \7e  have  cultivated  all  of  the  potatoes  agai 
this  v/eek.     They  are  still  growing  nicely;   some  of  them  are 
beginning  to  fall  over.     Nearly  all  are  in  full  bloom,  and  they 
are  an  interesting  sight. 

Curly  Dv/arf  does  not  appear  to  be  increasing  very  m-uch. 

(S.  C.  Clapp) 

Norfolk,    (Diamxond  Springs)  Va  . ;  For  the  period  ending 
June  30,  1917. 

Mr.  Corder  and  I  left  Washington  Lionday  evening,  June  25, 
for  Norfolk,  to  harvest  17  rows  of  the  greened  and  not  greened 
seed  experiment.  This  preliminary  harvest  is  made  in  order  to 
determine  the  influence  of  greening  on  the  earliness  with  which 
the  tubers  mature.  Records  are  taken  of  the  number  and  weight 
of  primxes ,  culls,  and  intermediates  (i.  's. potatoes  weighing 
between  65  and  85  grams). 

The  weather  during  our  two  day  trip  was  unusually  hot  and 
sultry  and  was  followed  V/ednesday  night  by  a  hard  thunder  storm. 

Conditions  in  the  Norfolk  potato  region  are  not  ideal  this 
year, --the  crop  is  only  about  60  per  cent  of  normal  and  trans- 
portation conditions  are  unsatisfactory.     The  average  daily  ship 
ment  for  the  week  ending  June  25  was  44,339  bbls  •  Professor 
Johnson  says  that  the  labor  situation  is  acute  and  that  there  is 
great  difficulty  in  obtaining  adequate  farm  help. 

Contrary  to  last  year's  results,   and  due  probably  to  the 
late  cold  spring,  the  not  greened  seed  gave  the  best  yields. 
The  folloxving  figures  sujnmarize  these  results  on  the  basis  of  yi 
per  acre : 
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2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

4 
5 


rows  Maiiis  seed,  3 


02.  h8.1v8d,  grsansd 
3     "         "     not  " 
2-2 -#A  oz.    Uhols  " 
oz .  ivhole  not  " 

I)  n  II  II 


gresnsd 
not  gr3sn3d 


155.10  bus 
159  .27 
187  .60 
192 .13 
179  .16 
171 .35 
176  .41 


:.Oiamond  Springs  1st  harvest,  gresnsd, 


2nd 
II 

3rd 
II 


not  greened 
greened 
not  greened 
greened 
not  greened 


Ave  .  3  rov/s  Diamond  Springs  ,  greened  , 

"       "     "  "  "  not  greened 

Check  rov/ 


99.68 
103.02 

80.10 
108.35 

72  .60 

47  .13 

84  .13 
96.35 
118.02 


The  results  obtained  this  year  in  the  Diamond  Springs*  seed 
experiment  are  in  accordance  with  those  of  previous  years,  proving 
that  the  use  of  first  crop  home  grown  seed  of  the  previous  season  is 
not  advisable. 

I  am  informed  that  the  ITorfolk  f)aper  for  Sunday,  June  24,  con- 
tained an  advei*tisement  that  one  man  had  a  limited  number  of  barrels 
of  seed  potatoes  for  sale  at  ^30  per  barrel. 

(Margaret  Connor) 
.Vashington  Notes  For  the  week  ending  June  50.  1917. 

Another  week  of  splendid  growing  weather  is  about  to  be  completed., 
'liraely  shovjers  Wednesday  afternoon  and  evening  have  relieved  a  threa- 
tened 3hortage  of  moisture. 

Ihe  principal  item  of  interest  to  the  potato  grower  and  consumer 
this  v/eek  is  that  of  an  embargo  placed  on  the  rail  movement  of  pota-toes 
at  several  of  the  large  receiving  points.  This  condition  has  been 
brought  about  through  largar  shipments  than  were  bsing  readily  absorbed 
by  the  dealers,  resulting  in  a  decided  break  in  prices  in  the  New  York 
market  in  particular,  and  in  the  stoppage  of  harvesting  operations  on 
the  part  of  the  grower  in  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  and  Maryland 
section  until  the  embargo  is  lifted  and  prices  become  firmer.  As 
viewed  by  the  writer  the  chief  difficulty  lies  in  the  fact  that  the 
producer,  commission  dealer,  and  retailer  are  reluctant  to  accept 
the  inevitable  break  in  prices  v;hich  have  al^^ays  attended  largs 
movements  of  newly  harvested  potatoes  from  the  Norfolk  and  eastern 
Shore  of  Virginia  and  Maryland  sections  at  this  season  of  the  year,- 
bo'cause  they  have  become  so  accustomed  to  ^10  and  $12  a  barrel 
Potatoes  . 
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\i'  1-etof ore  the  grovv'er  has  heen  willing  to  's'ell  the  major  pjrtioii  of 
h!:  3  crop  at  prices  "  ranging  from  ^dA  par  barrel  to  as  low  as  $1<.50 
ai-c*.  occasionally  some  selling  as  low  as  $.90  per  barrel.     In  other 
wor'lo     the  long  continued  season  of  high  prices  has  had  the  tendency 
.-'i  discouraging  the  marketing  of  food  stuffs  at  prices  which  are 
•;:or-r.ally  regarded  as  profitable,  and  which  are  within  the  reach  of 
u'r.e  average  consumer's  pocketbook.     As  an  illustration  of  this 
.-s-atement,   let  me  quote  the  morning  prices  at  Center  Market, 
\mshington : 

Potatoes  $5.00  to  $6.00  per  barrel,  wholesale, 
15  to  20  cents  1/4  peck  retail. 

If  instead  of  $5  to  ^6  per  barrel,   they  were  $5  to  $3.50  per 
barrel  wholesale,  and  30  to  35  cents  per  peck  retail  instead  of  60  t(; 
60  cents,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conceive  that  a  very  greatly  in-^ 
creased  consumption  and  an  immediate  lifting  of  the  embargo  on  rail 
shipments  woi'ld  ensue.     As  matters  now  rest,'  the  grower  stands  a 
good  chance  of  sustaining  heavy  losses  through  the  rotting  of  his 
crop  in  the  ground  or  under  inadequate  storage  conditions. 

(Wra.  Stuart) 

Pre s que  Isle  .  Me,.  :  For  the  period  ending  June  25,  1917.. 

We  finished  transplanting  the  seedlings  on  Thursday.     The  weather 
has  been  very  variable  in  this  section  for  the  past  week.     A  heavy 
tihower  Tuesday  did  considerable  damage  to  potato  fields  in  certain 
■sections  of  the  county.    Many  fields  have  been  under  water  for 
several  days.     Ihe  loss  is  figured  at  about  1  pei*  cent  by  Mr.  Ketchum  ■ 
It  is  thought,  however,   that  germination  will  be  more  or  less  affected, 
r.nd  the  loss  of  potatoes  washed  out,  drowned  out,  and  loss  due  to 
fjioi-  stand  will  figure  up  considerably  higher  than  1  per  cent. 

(F.  M-  Lombard) 

]J^1^'E£jJJ:^2jJ,  ]?or  the  period  ending  June  25.  1917. 


Report  not  yet  received. 
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Greeley.  Colo.,   for  the  week  snding;  June  50,  1917. 


An  inspection  of  r spresenLati ve  portions  of  this  district 
v/as  made  during  the  past  week.     Most  of  the  potatoes  are  novi/  up 
or  just  coming  through.     On  the  m^hole ,  a  good  stand  seems  to  be 
assured.     The  earlier  planted  fields  are  looking  exceptionally 
vvell .     The  crop  will  soon,  however,   suffer  from  lack  of  moisture 
if  the  hot,  dry  weather  conditions  which  have  prevailed  during 
the  past. few  weeks  continue.     A  few  growers  have  irrigated  their 
potatoes  up,  but  this  has  been  the  exception  ratherr:  than  the  ru-i  . 
The  increase  in  acreage  is  estimated  to  be  about  25  per  cent. 

There  is  no  market  how  for  old  potatoes,  that  is  to  whole- 
sale dealers.  Small  lots  are  being  sold  direct  to  the  consumer 
for  |1.50  to  $2.00  per  hundred  weight. 

Director  Gillette  and  Professor  Sandsten  of  the  State  Agri- 
cultural College  recently  visited  this  station. 

(C.  F.  Clark) 

Jeronte ,  Idaho,   for  the  week  ending  June  23,  1917. 

The  weather  for  the  past  week  has  been  very  favorable  for 
growing  crops.     Average  maximum,  81;  average  minimum  50,  with 
no  wind . 

The  hay  crop  on  this  tract  is  in  very  good  condition,  and 
the  first  cutting  will  be  a  good  one. 

Dr.  J.  G-  Jones  visited  the  Station  Friday,   and  said  that 
the  Station  crop  was  the  best  he  had  seen.     While  he  was  here 
we  arranged  to  have  Mr.  B.  0-  Hill,   cashier  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Jerome,   act  as  collaborator  in  disposing  of  surplus  pro- 
ducts from  the  farm. 

(G.  V/.  Dewey) 
Jerome,   Idaho,   for  the  week  ending  June  30,  1917. 

I  have  not  seen  nor  heard  from  Mr.  Bennett  for  some  time  and 
I  do  not  know  whether  he  has  started  to  get  information  on  the 
potato  acreage  of  the  State  of  Idaho.     The  Farm  k'arkets  Bureau 
of  this  State  are  getting  this  information  for  1916  and  1917 
through  the  different  counLies.     For  the  present help  has  been 
50  scarce  that  I  have  not  been  able  to  get  off  the  farm. 

The  potatoes  are  being  watered  for  the  first  time.  Hay 
is  being  put  up.  Help  is  very  scarce  and  is  receiving  ^3.00 
per  day  and  board,  up  to  $4,00  per  day  and  board.  These  are 
1.  Y/ .  W.  men  and  do  not  do  as  much  work  as  the  lower  priced  ones. 

The  hay  crop  on  this  tract  is  the  best  in  the  State.  Grain 
crops  promise  to  be  very  heavy,   especially  wheat. 

Weather  conti:-.aes  to  be  ideal  for  growing  crops:  average 
maximum  for  the  past  week  85,  minim.ura  50,  no  wind  and  no  rain. 

(G.  W.  Bewey) . 


?r33qus  Isle,  Ke .  ,   for  the  v.^eek  ending  June  5C ,  1917. 

The  weather  has  ''oeen  good  this  v/eek.     V/e  have  been  baking 
germination  notes,   cultivating,  hosing  and  horsehoeing. 

Potatoes  are  germinating  good  in  this  section  and  not  as 
much  damage  v/ill  result  from  the  heavy  rains  as  was  first 
predicted . 

(P.  M>  Lombard) 

Swannanoa,  IT.  C.        July  4,  1917. 


The  potato  crop  in  this  section  is  now  in  need  of  rain,  bu". 
it  looks  as  thoueh  we  v/ould  have  rain  this  af ternoon - 

(S.  C.  Clapp) 

y/ashington  Ilotes  ■  For  the  week  ending  July  7,  1917- 

The  weather  continues  hot  and  rather  sultry.     Heavy  shower;, 
amounting  almost  to  dovmpours ,  Monday  afternoon  and  evening,  hav'3 
provided  ample  moisture  to  keep  crops  in  active  growth. 

Heavy  colds  caused  absences  from  the  office  of  Mr.  Corder 
and  Mrs.  Erannin  a  portion  of  this  week,  Vv'hile  a  camping  outing 
was  responsibia  for  a  two-day  absence  on  the  part  of  luiss  Connor. 

Tv/o  pens  or  cribs  6x8x6  feet  are  being  constructed  and 
planted  with  potatoes  at  Arlington  Parm  this  week.     The  sides  and 
ends  of  these  pens  are  constructed  of  6  inch  boards  nailed  to 
4x6  inch  corner  posts,  with  2-g-  inch  spaces  between.     The  ground 
dimension  of  the  pen  is  6  x  d  feet.     The  plan  pursued  in  filling 
and  planting  the  pen  is  as  follows:     An  8  inch  layer  of  potting 
soil  is  first  placed  over  the  ground  floor  of  the  pen,  after 
which  48  seed  pieces  are  spaced  one  foot  apart  each  way,  the 
outside  rows  being  placed  6  inches  from  the  sides.     A  second  lay- 
er of  soil  of  the  same  depth  is  then  added  and  a  similar  number 
of  seed  rjiaces  planted;   this  operation  being  repeated  until  nine 
layers  of  soil  have  been  a.dded  and  eight  lots  of  48  seed  pieces 
ea,ch  planted. 

The  first  pen  is  planted  with  McCormicks  and  the  second  with 
an  equal  number  of  Green  Mountain  and  Rural  Nev/  Yorker  No.  2 
seed  pieces.     It  is  claimed  that  by  this  method  of  potato  culture 
a  party  in  /[ansas  City,  Mo.,  has  been  able  to  produce  42  bushels 
per  pen. 

J/Iiss  Connor  and  Messrs.  Corder  and  Stuart  expect  to  leave 
for  l^iorfolk  on  the  evening  of  July  10  to  harvest  the  experimental 
potatoes  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Experiment  Station,  and  also  to 
plant  some  second  crop  potatoes. 

(Wra.  Stuart) 
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C-reeley .   Colo  .  For  the  week  snclin.!:  J"ujy  7,   1917  - 

Dry,  hot  weather  continues.     A  fev^^  grov/srs  a.re  irrigating  their 
potatoes,  hut  the  majority  believe  in  withholding  water  as  long  as 
possible  at  this  stage  of  grov/th.     The  fields  which  were  planted 
about  the  first  of  June  (which  was  immediately  after  the  rains)  are 
i.ip  nicely  now  and  are  showing  a  good  stand.     The  later  planted  f  j  el tb 
are  not  so  promising  at  this  time. 

At  the  Station  v/e  have  a  very  good  stand  on  nearly  all  plats  > 
In  the  greening  experiment  there  was  a  marked  increase  in  earlii'.ess 
of  germination  in  the  seed  that  was  greened  in  the  spring,  while  the 
fall  greened  seed  showed  no  difference.  (C.  F.  Clark). 

Jerome ,   Idaho .  For  the  week  ending  July  7,  1917- 

Ws  have  had  some  very  v/arm  weather  the  past  v/eek.  Average 
maximum  91°,  average  minimum  52*^. 

Potatoes  are  looking  v/i'll.     Considerable  disease,  apparently 
curly  dwarf,   is,  however,  showing. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  get  help  for  farm  work. 

Mr.  Bennett  will  be  here  some  time  this  week  and  I  shall 
probably  have  a  chance  to  get  a  line  on  the  acreage  for  Idaho. 
The  farm  work  in  this  section  is  still  behind  and  the  farmers 
have  no  time  for  collecting  data.  (G.  W.  Dewey) 

Prssque  Isle,  Me-  For  the  week  ending  July  7,  1917. 

Good  growing  vvreather  continues.     Potatoes  are  looking  splendidly 
and  the  farmers  are  encouraged.     Our  plots  on  Aroostook  Farm  are 
looking  very  well.     Unfortunately,  we  have  a  large  amount  of  witch 
grass  this  year,  which  got  a  good  start  during  the  rainy  period. 
This  necessitates  a  great  de?.l  of  hand  hoeing. 

Mosaic  disease  is  quite  conspicuous  this  year,  particularly 
in  those  fields  planted  to  Green  Mountains.     It  is  also  appear- 
ing on  the  Gero  strain  of  Green  Mountains,  as  well  as  on  Campbell's 
strain  of  Triumphs.     Not  only  our  1909  and  x910,  but  also  our 
1916  seedlings,  are  also  showing  considerable  disease.  (P.M.Lombard) 

Washington  and  Norfolk  Notes.      :  July  9-12 ,  1917 . 

Rainy  v/eather  still  continues  around  Washington,  and  with  the 
abundant  m.oisture  and  warm  weather,   corn  and  other  crops  are  making 
a  quick  growth- 

Miss  Connor  and  Messrs.  Corder,  Vosbury,  West,  and  Stuart  left 
Washington  for  Norfolk  Tuesday  evening  in  a  downpour  of  rain.  On 
.-irrival,   it  was  learned  that  the  City  of  Norfolk  had  been  visited 
by  a  heavy  thunderstorm  Tuesday  afternoon,  which  had  temporarily 
ruade  canals  of  some  of  the  streets  in  the  business  section  of  the 
city.     The  soil  in  our  experimental  potato  glats  at  the  Virginia 
Truck  Experiment  Station  was  found  to  be  too  wet  for  digging  in 
the  forenoon,  but  a  start  was  made  after  luncheon  on  the  greened  and 
ungreened  seed,  and  on  the  apical  and  basal  seed  piece  experiments. 
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So  much,  soil  adhered,  to  the  tubers  that  it  was  found,  necessary  to 
wash  and  dry  them,  "bsiore  attempting  to  take  their  weights.  come 
of  the  experimental  rows  yielded  at  the  rate  of  100  barrels  per 
acre.     The  general  run  of  commercial  fields  in  the  vicinity  of 
iJorfolk  are  yielding  fromi  20  to  80  barrels,  with  the  average  around 
40. 

On  the  12-i,h,the  writer  aic#,ended  two  conferences  called  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  recent  difficulties  experienced  by  the 
truckers  of  this  vicinity  in  the  transporting  of  their  crops  to 
the  iJew  York  market.     This  conference  was  attended  by  two  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Old  Dominion  Steamship  Line,  a  representative  of 
the  ilorf oik  and  V/ashington  Steamboat  Co  .  ,   several  representatives 
of  the  Norfolk  Chamber  of  Commerce,   the  president  of  the  i^orfolk 
iruckers'  Association,  Director  i.  C  Johnson,   of  the  Ya  •.  Truck 
E.xperim.ent  Station,  Dr.  Drum  of  Mr.  Hoover's  office,  and  Ivir  -  Clayton 
of  the  Department  of  Labor.     This  conference  was  called  for  10:00 
O'clock  and  lasted  until  nc on .     At  1 :  30  Messrs.  Drum,  Clayton, 
uohnson,  and  Stuart  met  the  directors  of  the  Southern  Produce  Co., 
and  to  some  extent  discussed  the  samie  situation.     At  these  two 
conferences  it  was  clearly  shown  that  the  recent  newspaper  claims 
that  the  farm.ers  had  ceased  harvesting  potatoes  in  order  to  main- 
tain high  prices  had  no  basis  in  fact.     The  root  of  the  whole 
trouble  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  transportation  com.panies  had 
failed  to  handle  the  crop  as  rapidly  as  in  previous  seasons.  As 
the  Old  Dominion  Line  is  the  chief  carrying  agent  from  this  point, 
this  com.pany  was  the  center  of  attack.     Inquiry  previously  con- 
ducted by  the  Chamber  of  Comunerce  and  the  tv/o  Truckers'  Associ- 
ations mentioned  iiad  clearly  shown  that  much  of  the  failure  of  the 
Old  Dominion  Line  Company  to  render  efficient  service  was  due  to 
Icabor  dif f iculties  =     The  investigating  committees  felt  that  some 
nf  Lhis  trouble  might  have  been  a,verted  had  this  company  been  Y/ill- 
.mg  to  pay  the  prevailing  wage  to  their  stevedores-     Hov/ever  this 
may  be,   the  Norfolk  and  .Dorts.m.outh  truckers  claim  that  they  have 
sustained  a  direct  loss  of  over  a  half  m.illion  of  dollars,  through 
dela.v'ed  tran3portati on  of  perishable  products,   and  a  further  indi- 
rect loss,  v/hich  can  hardly  be  estim.ated  but  v/hich  is  large,  through 
delay  in  harvesting  the  potato  crop,  making  it  impossible  to  plant 
their  land  to  corn,  and  through  inability  to  harvest  the  full  crop 
_   on  account  of  weedy  condition  of  the  land,  making  it  im.possible 
for  the  pickers  to  find  all  of  the  potatoes. 

^_ There  is  every  prospect  that  from  now  on  there  will  be  no 
difficulty  in  getting  the  products  to  market. 

It  is  estimated  that  about  70  per  cent  of  the  potato  crop  in 
the  Norfolk  District  has  been  marketed.     The  shipments  to  date  are 
908,000  barrels.     This  amount  is  90,000  barrels,   or  about  10  per 
cent  less  than  that  of  the  corresponding  date  in  1916.     Fart  of 
this  deficit  is  due  to  the  later  miaturity  of  the  crop,   and  perhaps, 
in  a  larger  degree,  to  poorer  shipping  facilities. 

It  is  rumored  tiiat  a  holder  of  100  barrels  of  McCormick  seed 
potatoes  has  been  offered  $2500.00  for  the  lot,  or  $25.00  per  barrel. 
V/e  are  not  advising  the  planting  of  such  expensive  seed  potatoes  for 
a  late  crop,  believing  that  it  would  prove  a  money-losing  px)position 
to  the  grov/er . 

(Wm.  Stuart ) . 
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C-j.-eeiey ,   Colo  .  :   For  the  v-eek  endini:  July  14,  1917 

l-Io  rain  of  any  consequence  has  fallen  in  this  immediate 
vicinity  for  several  weeks,  and  comparatively  high  temperatures 
have  prevailed.     V/hile  these  conditions  are  not  ideal  for  the 
best  development  of  the  potato,  the  crop  appears  to  "be  making 
fairly  good  progress.     Some  fields  have  been  irrigated,  but 
the  majority  have  not. 

Grain  is  ripening  and  will  soon  be  ready  to  cut.  A 
good  crop  is  exioected.     All  other  crops  are  making  good  growth. 

(C.  F.  Clerk.) 

Jerome,  Idaho:  For  the  week  ending  July  14.  1917. 

We  continue  to  have  growing  v/eather :     average  maximum 
for  the  week  93;  minimum  54*^.    Potatoes  are  grovvring  very  rapidly. 
As  a  rule,   the  stand  is  far  below  normal.     Considerable  seed 
decayed  in  the  ground,  and  cut  worms  caused  some  damage. 
Mr.  Bennett  did  not  arrive  last  v/eek  as  expected, 
The  first  cutting  of  hay  is  mostly  in  the  stack.  Beets 
are  looking  fully  25  per  cent  better  than  last  year  at  this 
time  ► 

Mr.  Stanton  stopped  work  here  Saturday  to  take  a  place 
where  he  was  to  receive  more  money.     Am  alone  at  present  but 
expect  to  have  a  man  in  a  day  or  two. 

Rumors  are  out  that  the  I.  V/.  W.  have  threatened  tc  burn 
the  hay  stacks  on  this  tract  because  the  farmers  would  not  use 
them  in  putting  up  the  hay. 

(Geo  .  V/.  Dewey) 

Frer.que  Isle,  Maine:  For  the  week  ending  July  14.  1917. 

Good  growing  weather  continues.  Two  days  of  rain  have 
provided  sufficient  moisture  to  keep  crops  growing  for  some 
tiire  . 

Potatoes  have  been  grov^ring  Yet^y  rapidly  for  the  past  tv/o 
weeks.     Several  fields  that  were  planted  early  are  beginning  to 
blossom.     Several  plants  are  in  bloom  in  our  Irish  Cobbler 
spring-greened  plats.     I  think  some  of  the  varieties  in  the 
variety  collection  will  begin  blooming  this  week. 

The  outlook  is  good  for  a  heavy  yield  of  hay  this  year. 
Many  fields,  one  or  more  on  each  farm,  show  an  abundance  of 
oheep  sorrel.     To  my  mind  there  is  a  pressing  need  for  some 
experiments  by  the  State  men  on  the  use  of  lime.  Aroostook 
Farm  has  a  very  large  amount  of  this  weed. 


With  favoranle  weather,   e'T)ray:\ng  pperations  v/ill  begin  qu.its 
extensively  tnis  coming  v/eek  >     Eat  lor  the  rain  v/e  could  h£ve  fin- 
ished spraying  our  vines  for  the  first  time,   last  Saturday.  Spray- 
ing experiments  by  the  Department  of  Agriculture  v\rill  begin  the 
vveek  cf  July  15th.  Dr.  Cock,  Dr  *  Svans ,  and  Mr.  Fisher,  who  w.ill 
conduct  this  work,  arrivea  tne  firsi:  of  the  week.     Dr.  Rosenbauin 
end  family  left  Friday  for  Washington.     Dr.  Schultz  arrived  a  few 
cays  8go  to  take  charge  of  the  pathological  work.     Dr.  Hilderbrand 
will  assist  with  the  mosaic  disease  experiments.    Mr.  Beecher, 
laboratory  aid,  has  joined  the  army.     Dr.  Hav/kins  was  here  a  few 
days  ■ 

(P .  M .  Lombard ) • 

Norfolk.  Va.  July  19.,  1917 . 

Because  of  heavy  rains,  harvesting  at  this  Station  is  pro- 
gressing very  slowly  this  year.    We  have  dug  only  7  rows  of  our 
individual  hill  work,  43  rows  being  the  total  to  harvest  on  this 
basis.     The  balance  of  the  plats  are  worked  in  bulk  and  are  about 
all  finished  with  the  exception  of  8  rows  of  the  Maine  seedlings 
which  we  are  leaving  until  the  last. 

The  lasd  has  already  been  plowed  for  the  second  planting. 
We  expect  to  do  this  planting  before  returning  to  V/ashington. 

(G.  H.  Corder) 

Washington .  D  y  C . :  July  21 ,  1917 . 

Prof.  Stuart  left  yesterday  for  a  short  trip  to  Swannanoa, 
C.    He  will  be  back  in  the  office  on  Monday,  July  23. 

(G .  G.  Brannin)  . 
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Crreelqy .   Co  1  Fo"^  -^he  week  endmp;  July  21,  1917. 

There  has  t^een  no  chan.^re  in  croP  or  weather  conditions  since 
the  last  report.     The  potatj  crop  is  making  fairly  good  progress, 
in  spite  of  the  hot  weather-     At  the  Station  we  have,   in  nearly 
all  cases,  a  very  good  stands 

Most  of  the  plots  have  "been  irrigated  once. 

Some  disease  has  appeared  :-n  a  few  of  the  seedlings  and  South 
American  varieties,  hut  in  general  the  crop  appears  to  be  unusually 
healthy.  (C.  F.  Clark) 

Jerome.  Idaho;  For  the  v/eek  ending  July  21.  1917. 

We  have  had  some  very  warm  weather  the  past  week;  average 
maximum  95,  minimum  64.     Rainfall   .12  inches. 

Crops  are  growing  very  rapidly  and  requiring  lots  of  water. 
Did  not  have  any  help  through  the  week  but  have  a  man  engaged  for 
Tuesday . 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Bennett  states  that  the  potato  acreage  for 
the  State  is  from  10  to  20  per  cent  more  than  last  year,  but  that 
the  condition  of  the  crop  was  below  normal  because  of  the  late 
season  and  the  planting  of  poorer  seed, 

There  are  many  grasshoppers  this  year,  and  the  seed  growers 
are  making  preparations  to  spray  alfalfa  and  red  clover* 

(Geo.  W,  Dewey) 

Presque  Isle,  Maine:  For  the  v^eek  ending  July  21,  1917^. 

We  have  had  showers  all  this  week.  Farmers  are  findi-ng  it  a 
problem  to  make  hay.     The  hay  crop  is  very  abundant  this  year,  and 
very  cheap.    Many  farmers  are  tempted  to  mow  the  grass  and  let  it 
remain  until  fall  and  then  turn  it  under. 

nr.  Edson  and  Dr.  Wortl^  were  in  town  a  fev/  days  this  week. 
They  left  town  Friday  for  Washington  and  the  West. 

We  have  been  spraying  with  Bordeaux  Mixture  for  blight,  and 
with  poison  for  >^gs ,   this  week.     We  have  also  taken  many  data 
on  blossoming.  (P,  M.  Lombard) 

Norfolk,  Va.:  For  the  week  ending  July  28.  1917. 

Heavy  rains  so  interrupted  the  field  work  here  that  Miss 
Connor,  Mr.  West,  and  Mr.  C order  were  obliged  to  return  to  V/ashing- 
ton  withoilt  completing  the  harvesting  of  the  potatoes.    Work  will 
probably  be  resumed  here  next  week.  (G.  H.  Corder) 

Sv/annanoa ,  N .  C  .  :  For  the  week  ending  July  21.  1917. 

The  dry  spell  of  three  weeks'  dur  ation  was  broken  here  on 
the  17th,  and  'we  are  still  having  cloudy  weather  and  local  showers. 

Most  of  the.  South  A.merican  variety  collection  have  finished 
blooming  and  seme  of  them  have  been  hastened  to  maturity  by  lack 
of  rain. 

Blight  is  appearing  j.n  a  few  varieties,  as  v^^ell  as  in  the 
general  crop  planting. 

Our  American  varieties,   such  as  Wood's  Earliest  and  the 
Ccbblers,   are  practically  mature,  while  the  Rural  New  Yorkers  and 
others  are  still  growing. 

Corn  and  cabbages  are  looking  well,  with  prospects  of  a  crop 
above  the  average.  (S.   C,  Clapp) 


Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,   Swannanoa,  Ni  C  ■     and  V/ashinston,  D.  C  ■_ 
ITotes  .       July  26.  1917. 

Monday,  July  16,  was  spent  inspecting  potato  fields  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cape  Charles,   Tasley,  and  Cnley,  Va .     The  crop  around 
Cape  Charles  was  practically  all  harvested,  while  only  about  50 
per  cent  around  Onley  and  Tasley  had  heen  lifted.     One  grov/er  at 
Capeville  told  the  writer  that  he  had  sold  300  "barrels  of  nev/ly 
harvested  Irish  Cobblers  in  the  early  part  of  the  shipping  season, 
at  $3000.00,   f.  0.  b.  Cape  Charles. 

Some  interesting  experimental  work  with  potatoes,  in  which 
various  amounts  of  salt  had  been  applied  to  the  soil  both  btiDad- 
cast  and  in  the  drill  at  time  of  planting,  was  noted  at  the  Virginia 
Truck  Experiment  Sub-Station  at  Tasley.    ^The  Superintendent  had 
harvested  a  100th  part  of  an  acre  of  each  trial  lot  pri:or  to  our 
visit  and  had  the  tubers  from  each  gathered  up  in  barrels.  So 
far  as  the  eye  could  judge,  there  did  not  appear  to  be  any  benefit 
derived  from  the  salt  application,   and  in  one  instance,  where  salt 
had  been  applied  in  the  drill  at  the  rate  of  one  pound  per  rod 
row,  the  yield  was  almost  cut  in  two. 

At  Onley  we  had  a  chance  to  observe  the  operation  of  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia  Produce  Exchange.     This  Exchange  has  the 
reputation  of  being  the  most  successfully  conducted  of  all  such 
organizations  in  the  country.     The  shipments  for  the  day  were  165 
carloads.     This  number  v/as  not  equal  to  that  of  the  preceding 
Saturday.     Prom  2  to  15  carloads  were  being  billed  daily  to  Cuba, 
Canada,  and  points  in  the  far  South.     This  v/ide  distribution  of 
the  crop  enables  the  Exchange  to  steady  the  Eastern  markets,  thus 
preventing  gluts  and  ruinous  prices  to  the  growers.    Heavy  rains 
occurred  during  the  afternoon. 

V/ashington  was  reached  at  11:45  Tuesday  morning. 

Left  Thursday  evening,  July  19,   for  Swannanoa,  arriving  there 
at  10; 55  the  next  morning  in  the  rain,  which  continued  until  noon. 
Found  our  Chilean  varieties  looking  quite  satisfactory-  Some 
varieties  were  showing  more  diseased  plants  than  we  liked  to  see, 
while  others  were  unusually  healthy.     Showery  weather  had  prevailed 
there  for  over  a  week  and  it  v/as  still  showering  when  v/e  boarded 
the  train  for  Washington  at  4; 45  Saturday  afternoon. 

Today  (Thursday)  I  am  leaving  for  a  brief  inspection  visit 
in  southern  New  Jersey.    My  itinerary  will  include  Salem,  Eridgeton, 
Vineland,  Mt.  Holley,  and  such  other  points  as  time  will  permit 
during  the  balance  of  the  v;eek. 

Expect  to  be  in  the  office  Monday  and  Tuesday,  July  30-31, 
and  to  leave  for  Presque  Isle,  Me.,  Tuesday  »f<!ning. 

Heavy  rains  have  continued  tc  prevail  in  the  East  and  late 
blight  is  reported  to  be  quita  prevalent  in  the  New  Jersey  potato 
districts . 


(Wm.  Stuart) 
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It'T?'  the  \v3ek  snding;  July  23,  191'^ 


The  weather  has  been  very  hot  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  past  v/eek.     We  have  had  t-^^o  light  showers  "but  not 
enough  rain  fell  to  do  much  good.     The  potato  crop  is  making 
fairly  good  progress  in  most  sections. 

The  wholesale  price  of  potatoes  here  is  ^33. 75  per  hundred* 
At  present  the  supply  is  coming  from  California.     But  very 
few  home  grown  potatoes  are  on  the  market  ncv/ . 

(C.  F.  Clark. ) 

Jerome  ,   Idaho  :  gor  the  week  ending  July  28  .  1917  ■ 

The  temperature  for  the  past  week  reached  the  climax 
and  has  "begun  to  recede;  average  maximum  94°  and  minimum  65*^. 
The  hottest  day  was  Friday  when  the  thermometer  registered 
lOo*^  . 

Nev;  potatoes  are  coming  on  tne  market  now  and  retain 
at  6  cents  a  pound.     They  are  fully  3  weeks  late  this  year. 

(George  Y/.  Dewey) 

Fresque  Isle  .  lie  .  .  T'or  the  v/eek  ending  Jul./  28.  1917. 

We  had  rain  on  Monday,  but  the  rest  of  the  v/eek  has  been 
very  hot  and  dry. 

We  are  still  hoeing  v/eeds  and  grass.     We  have  been  spray- 
jng  this  week,   for  b>ligh'&,  and  with  poison  for  potato  bugs. 
A  new  insect  has  appeared  on  xhe  potatoes  and  has  already  done 
some  damage.     Iir.  Chittenden  calls  it  Cosmomepla  conifex,  and 
recommends  spraying  with  nicotine  sulphate,  using  one  part  of 
the  sulphate  to  800  parts  of  water. 

The  majority  of  the  farmers  in  this  section  are  still 
haying,  and  potatoes  are  temporarily  neglected.     Late  blight 
has  appeared  in  a  number  of  fields,  and  v/ith  the  right  kind  of 
weather  considerable  damage  may  result. 

(p.  M.  Lombard) 

Wgshington,  S.   C-  Aug.  2,   19a}7  . 

Mr.  Corder  and  I  leave  for  Torfolk,  Va . ,   this  evening, 
to  finish  harvesting  the  whole  and  cut  seed  piece  experiment, 
as  well  as  a  few  miscellaneous  lots,   and  to  plant  a  second 
crop  of  several  standard  varieties. 


n 


I  have  made  several  ccol-ang  tests  with  the  dried  pcna-tces 
this  past  week,  using  different  samples  of  the  shredded,  ricsd, 
and  dried  sliced  products  puL  out  "hy  commercial  firms,  as 
compared  with  the  products  I  have  prepared  here  .     The  chief 
objecting  to  the  commercial  product  is  the  dark  color  of  the 
cooked  potatoes  and  the  scorched  flavor  and  appearance  that 
many  of  them  hava        showing  that  the  temperatures  used  in 
drying  have  "been  too  high  for  the  best  results*     There  is  a 
difference  in  their  physical  properties  also,  some  of  the 
products  having  been  cooked  toe  long  before  drying  causing 
the  cell  structure  to  break  drvm  too  completely.     V/hen  these 
potatoes  are  prepared  for  the  table  the  result  is  a  heavy, 
g^ummy  lump.     Other  products,  v/hile  dark  in  color  and  to 
that  extent  unattractive,   are  yet  palatable,  with  good  grain 
and  with  a  distinct  potato  flavor. 

The  dried,  sliced  potatoes  are  the  most  practicable,  in 
that  they  can  be  utilized  in  many  more  ways  than  can  the 
shredded  or  riced  potatoes. 

The  greater  the  care  taken  in  preparing  the  potatoes,  the 
more  satisfactory  the  results.     Some  comr;iercial  products  are, 
too  distinctly  dirty,  and  pieces  of  skin  and  bad  spots  do 
nut  improve  the  flavor  or  appearance.     If  culls  are  used, 
more  care  should  be  exercised  in  order  to  turn  out  a  first- 
class  product.     That  very  satisfactory  dishes  can  be  made  from 
carefully  dried  potatoes,  we  have  demonstrated  to  our  satis- 
faction. 

(Margaret  Connor) 

?rofl  Stuart  will  be  in  Presque  Isle  for  a  week  or  ten 
days  longer.     His  address  is  Presque  Isle  House,  Presque  Isle, 
Maii.ne . 

(G.  G.  Brannin) 
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For  the  week  ending  Au^^  ■  4.  191"^. 


Pi'ospects  seerri  exceptionally  good  at  preseni.  for  a  lar^/s 
production  of  all  crops  in  this  section.     The  potato  crop  has 
improved  v/onderfully  in  the  past  ten  days.  Prpsent  indicat'ors 
are  that  the  crop  v/ill  he  fully  as  large  as  last  year.  Cooler 
nights  and  a  few  cool  days  have  made  climatic  conditions  much 
more  favorable. 

At  the  Station  v/e  have  irrigated  all  the  potato  plats  once 
and  are  nov;  starting  the  second  irrigation.  The  second  cutting 
of  hay  has  been  stacked  and  the  grain  is  nearly  ready  to  cut< 

(C.  ?i  Clark) 

Jerome.  Idaho:  Fcr  the  v/eek  ending  Aug.  4.  1917. 

The  activities  of  the  past  v/eek  have  been  hoeing,  irrigating 
and  cultivating  potatoes ^  and  irrigating  alfalfa. 

The  weather  has  bsen  cooler,  with  many  cloudy  days  and 
threatened  rains.     Average  maximum  temperature  was  90'  degrees, 
minimum  68*,  with  tv/o  slight  mists. 

(George  \7.  33ewey) 
ITcrfolk  (Va.)  Notes.     For  the  v/eek  ending  Aug.  11.  1917. 

The  harvest  of  the  Department's  potatoes  at  Diamong  Springs, 
Va.,  interrupted  by  the  heavy  July  rains,  v/as  resumed  on  Aug.  3 
and  completed  in  time  for  us  to  catch  the  evening  boat  for 
Washington,  Aug.  9th. 

Harvesting  conditions  were  not  as  favorable  this  year  as 
last.     The  unusual  season  v/ith  its  drought  follov/ed  by  a  supers- 
abundance  of  rain,   so  that  the  plants  stood  for  days  at  a  time 
in  several  inches  of  water,   and  the  recent  few  days  of  intensely 
hot  weather,   could  not  but  have  an  injurious  effect.     The  ground 
v/as  packed  exceedingly  hard,  making  hand  digging  very  difficult, 
and  the  v/eeds  v/ere  both  high  and  abundant.     The  potato  stems 
v/ere  so  dry  and  frail  that  we  attempted  to  count  only  one  series 
of  the  whole  and  cut  seed  experiment.     Complete  individual 
hill  records  of  the  weight  of  primes,   culls,  and  intermediates, 
were  secured,  however.        ^-"^iKi  /Js"^  ^  fU^f  (lt4^£_  4/,  ^fyy^HA^<-a^  MiJi(V^' 

The  yield  v/as  not  as  jhigh  this  yeay/  as  last,  nor  were  the  (j 
tubers  of  as  good  quality ;l  not  only  in  our  plats,  but  in  all  the 
fields  in  the  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  section,  v/here  the  farmers 
had  not  been  able  to  get  out  their  potatoes  before  the  heavy 
rains  . 

The  second  planting  v/as  made  on  Aug.  7.     17  rov/s  in  Elcck  D 
and  a  like  number  in  Elock  E  were  planted  to  7  standard  varieties. 
The  land  was  in  very  good  condition  at  this  time. 

Labor  is  still  scarce  and  uncertain.     The  demands  at  the 
Navy  Yard  and  tjie  construction  at  the  new  government  naval  base, 
v/here  v/ages  are  high,  have  drawn  many  laborers  from  the  fields. 

(Margaret  Conner  and  George  H.  Corder) 
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Presque  Isle,  Maine:     For  ths  v/eek  ending:  Aug  c  4,   1917 -. 

\7e  have  had  no  rain  since  July  23,   and  the  soil  :' s  reiy  dry. 
We  finished  hoeing  V/ednesday,  and  sprayed  again  this  week  for 
potato  "bugs  and  "blight.     Late  "blight  is  quite  abundant  in  this 
section. 

With. but  few  exceptions  the  blossoming  record  is  completed 
for  this  season.     V/e  began  the  potato  breeding  work  Friday. 
Excavation  v/ork  on  the  storage  cellar  will  continue  next  weex 

Prof.  Stuarx  arrived  Thursday  morning  and  will  remain  a: 
v/eek  or  ten  days  . 

(P.  M.  Lombard; 

Swannanoa,  11.  C.  For  the  week  ending  Aug>  4.  1917. 

Rains  continue  almost  daily,  but  many  of  the  potatoes  are 
still  green. 

( S .  C .  Oapp ) . 

Travel  Notes  .  Aug.   9.   1917.  ' 

A  visit  at  the  Rhode  Island  Station  on  my  way  to  Maine  was 
made  on  .Wednesday,  August  1.     The  variety  and  rotation  plot 
potato  experiments  were  inspected  with  Dr.  Hartwell  and  Mr.  Damon. 
V/ith  but  one  exception,  all  varieties  were  free  from  v/eak  or 
diseased  plants  and  had  made  an  excellent  stem  and  foliage 
development.     The  Department  seedlings  v/hich  are  being  tested 
at  the  Station  were  with  a  few  exceptions  inferior,  both  in 
size  of  plant  and  m  freedom  from  disease,  to  the  regular 
standard  commercial  varieties.     The  Station  is  interested  in 
whole  and  cut  seed  experiments,  mature  and  immature  seed,  and 
in  nutrition  studies,   in  addition  to  variety  testing  and  crop 
roxation  investigations. 

I  Isft  Kingston  at  2:19  p.  m.  and  reached  Presque  Isle  the 
following  forenoon.     The  potato  crop  in  the  northern  part  of 
Aroostook  County  is  looking  exceptionally  well.     There  is  much 
less  trouble  this  year,  from  lack  of  potash,   than  last  owing, 
no  doubt,   to  the  fact  that  most  of  the  grov/ers  used  fertilizers 
containing  from  2  to  5  per  cent  of  potash  and,  in  addition, 
conserved  and  applied  all  their  available  supply  of  barnyard 
manure  . 

A  timely  rain  on  Sunday,  August  5,  has  improved  the  potato 
crcp  prospect  very  materially,  as  the  higher  and  better  drained 
soils  had  become  much  too  dry  to  afford  sufficient  moisture  to 
the  growing  crops. 

(V/m.  Stuart)  . 
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J erome  ,  Idaho  :   For  the  u^cGk  enain,;  A.ugu3t  11,  19 

The  weather  for  the  past  v/eeJ:  was  moderate ,- -average  raaxxmUm 
80° ;  minimum  45°  . 

Potatoes  are  not  doing  very  well  and  are  far  below  norm: J. « 
The  acreage  for  the  state  is  estimated  as  being  from  10  to  30  -per 
cent  more  than  in  1915,  but  the  condition  of  the  crop  is  mijch  below 
normal . 

Wheat  and  oats  are  being  harvested.     Wheat  is  supposed  to 
have  been  damaged  by  hot  weather,  and  yield  will  be  less  than  usual < 

Grasshoppers  are  doing  a  great  deal  of  damage  to  all  crops. 
The  farmers  are  using  sprays  and  poison  bait  to  prevent  entireiloss. 

( G .  17.  Dewey )  . 

Presque  Isle,  Me .  :  .  Por  the  week  ending  August  11.  1917  , 

We  had  heavy  rains  on  Friday  and  Saturday. 

We  harvested  the  greened  vs.  ungreened  material  (6  rows)  on 
Saturday . 

Excavation  for  the  storage  house  has  been  the  main  problem 
this  week.    Professor  Stuart  was  busily  engaged  most  of  the  week 
with  contractors,   lumber  dealers,  etc.     He  found  time  to  finish 
the  pollinating  work  on  Monday.    He  left  for  Orono  on  Friday. 

(P.        Lombard) » 

Travel  Notes:       August  16.  1917. 

ITotes  upon  the  habit  of  growth  and  general  desirability  of 
all  seedlings  up  to  and  including  those  of  1915  were  completed  on 
Thursday,  August  9.     As  in  previous  years,   there  will  be  a  large 
number  of  discards.     The  instability  of  seedlings  is  very  notice- 
able this  season. 

The  waiter  left  Presque  Isle,  Me.,  Friday  noon,  August  10, 
and  met  Pirsctor  Wcods ,   of  the  Maine  Experiment  Station,  by  ap- 
pointment at  Pangor,  Me.,   for  an  hour's  conference,  regarding  our 
proposed  ne-^v  potato  storage  house.     After  the  conference,   the  Jour- 
ney to  Boston  was  resumed.     The  Massachusetts  Agricultural  Experi- 
ment Station  was  visited  on  Saturday,  where  notes  were  taken  on 
the  seedling  potatoes,  which  the  Station  is  testing  for  the  Depart- 
ment.    A  similar  set  of  seedling  potatoes  was  studied  at  the 
Vermont  Agricultural  Experiment  Station  Monday  morning,  and  the 
seed  potato  farm  of  Mr .  E.  S.  Brigham,  St.  Albans,  Vt.,  was  visited 
in  the  afternoon.     The  potato  crop  prospects  in  Vermont  and  Massa- 
chusetts were  reasonably  good.     Rain,  in  some  sections,  is  badly 
needed,  however,   to  keep  the  crop  in  a  good  growing  condition.  I 
inspected  a  war  garden  in  the  outskirts  of  Burlington  early  Tuesday 
morning;  some  4-g-  acres  of  potatoes  and  3  acres  of  beans  are  being 
grown  by  five  citizens  of  the  city  as  their  contribution  to  the 
food  supply  of  the  country- 


'  o  ^      r^,  ~^  • 


Leaving  Burlington  at  8:10  a.  m.,  Wi liiamst ov/n  was  res., 
about  2:30  p.  m.  ,  v/her3  the  hill  selection  v/oric  "being  carrie'i  cnov 
E.  Parmalee  Prentice  was  carefully  inspected,     Ivlr-  Prentice  .".es 
not  plant  tubers  from  hills  which  produce  less  than  5  pounds  Tie':'.' 
plant.     Careful  records  are  "being  kept  of  each  selection,  year  by 
year.     One  selection,   last  year,   consisting  of  16  jjlants  ,  p-^'cduced 
an  average  of  7  pounds  per  plant.  In  a  few  instances,  planes  "nave 
been  noted  which  produced  as  high  as  15  pounds.     Individual  weights 
of  the  progeny  of  some  50,000  plants  were  taken  last  autumn  and 
winter,  and  each  tuber  used  for  seed  in  planting  the  1917  seed  plot 
was  carefully  inspected  with  a  hand  lens  for  the  presence  of  fungous 
diseases.     The  varieties  used  are  the  Oreen  Mountain  and  the  Rural 
lew  Yorker  LTo.  2.    Most  of  the  selection  work  is  being  done  ^^ith 
the  former  variety .     The  dry,  hot  weather  of  the  latter  part  of 
July  and  first  of  August  resulted  in  considerable  tip  burn  injury 
to  the  plants  of  some  of  the  more  promising  selections.     The  crop 
is  planted  in  rows,  36  inches  apart,  with  the  plants  spaced  18  inches 
apart  in  the  rov/. 

Wednesday  forenoon  was  devoted  to  an  inspection  of  a  seed  plot 
6n  Mr.  Prentice's  mountain  farm  at  an  elevation  of  some  2100  feet. 
The  other  plots  on  which  most  of  the  work  is  done  are  about  1200 
feet  lower.     The  soil  on  the  mountain  farm  is  virgin  soil,  presum- 
ably free  from  potato  diseases,  and  it  is  intended  that  the  seed 
produced  here  shall  be  used  on  the  lower  levels  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  stock  intended  for  field  planting.     The  sole  object  of  all 
this  effort  is  tha :  of  producing,   through  i-^o?-ation  and  careful 
selection,  "nighly  yielding,  disease-free,   strains  of  the  varieties 
mentioned.     In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Prentice,  vath  his  farm  manager, 
potato  specialist,  and  the  writer,    vent  by  automobile  from  Williams- 
town  to  Penton  Brook  Parm  located  at  Scuth  Sgremont,   for  the  purpose 
of  inspecting  50  acres  of  Green  Hountain  seed  potatoes*     The  potato 
vines  were  icund  to  be  in  a  very  healthy  condition,  but  the  sc-t  was 
nut  a-  large  as  cculd  be  desired  for  the  variety.-     The  crop  was  very 
much  in  need  of  rain.     Very  ;ittle  tipburn  was  noticeable,  except 
un  the  eari.-iest  planted  portion  of  the  field,   thus  furnishing  ad- 
ditional proof  that  when  the  potato  reaches  a  certain  stage  of 
maturity  it  is  less  resistant  to  heat  and  drought. 

A_ train  was  taken  at  Great  Barrington  for  New  York  City  at  6:37 
p.m.^  Washington  was  reached  at  7:10  Thursday  morning,   thus  ending 
a  trip  v/hich,   in  many  respects,  was  the  most  interesting,  all  things 
considered,   of  those  taken  by  the  writer.     The  hospitality  extended 
tc  me  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Prentice  wasof  the  kind  which  must  be  experi- 
enced to  be  appreciated.     Their  devotion  to  and  enthusiasm  for  the 
selection  v/ork  in  which  they  are  engaged  is  very  refreshing  to  one''-' 
v^'ho  is^equally  interested  in  similar  work,  and  it  is  hoped  that,  m 
-he  future,   it  may  be  possible  te  keep  in  close  touch  with  their  work. 

(Wm.  Stuart ) . 
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Greeley.  Colo. 


For  the  week  endinf^  August  11.  1917. 


The  potato  crop  is  making  good  progress  now  under  the  favcra' 
v/eather  conditions  v/hi  eh  have  prevailed  during  the  past  week,  llaxiy 
fields  may  be  seen  v/here  the  stand  is  poor  but  in  general  the  pros- 
pects look  good  for  a  large  crop.     Some  fields  of  iiarly  Chios  have 
been  dug.     A  few  fields  are  said  to  run  as  high  as  100  sacks  per 
acre  vmile  others  are  as  lev;  as  25.  Ine  wholesale  price  is  5p?.50 
per  hundred. 

Among  recent  visiters  to  this  station  have  been  lir.  Wortley, 
Dr.  Eds on j  Prcf.  Barrus  of  Cornell  University,  and  Prof.  Parsons 
of  the  V/yoming  Experiment  Station. 

(C.  J.  Clark) 
?or  the  week  ending  August  18.  1917. 

Weather  conditions  have  been  ideal  during  the  past  vvreek  for 
potato  development  so  that"  the  prospects  for  a  good  crop  are  in- 
creasing daily.     The  yield  for  this  district  v/ill  be  cut  down  some- 
what by  the  poor  stand  on  many  fields.     In  most  cases  these  fields 
were  planted  after  the  dry,  hot  weather  had  set  in.     All  other  crops 
are  looking  fine. 

Grain  threshing  is  now  in  progress.     The  yield  is  reported  to 
be  good.     The  recent  action  of  the  Food  Control  Board  has  temporarily 
stopped  the  buying  of  wheat  by  mills  and  elevators  in  this  section. 
This  has  placed  the  growers  who  have  thousands  of  bushels  just 
threshed,  v/ith  no  storage  facilities,   in  a  bad  predicament.  It 
will  undoubtedly  tend  to  decrease  the  acreage  of  fall  v/heat  to  be 
planted . 

(C.  E.  Clark) 

Jercme ,  Idaho :  Eor  the  week  ending  August  18,  1917. 

The  weather  has  been  moderate  the  past  week^  average  maximum 
88,  minimujn  55. 

Some  fields  of  iletted  Gems  are  not  setting  any  tubers  though 
they  have  produced  wonderful  vines.     In  the  northern  part  of  the 
state  it  is  reported  that  the  new  potatoes  have  started  to  produce 
vines  . 

Grasshoppers  are  moving  from  the  alfalfa  field  to  the  potatoes. 
V/e  are  putting  a  poison  bran  mash  around  the  alialf a  -hoping  that 
they  will  prefer  it  to  the  potatoes. 

(Gwo.  ¥.  Dewey) 

Pros que  Isle  ,  Me .  :  Eor  the  week  ending  August  18.  1917. 

¥e  have  spent  the  'veek  in  excava.ting,   spraying  and  taking  some 
notes.     \'Js  still  have  our  field  under  control  and  no  Late  Blight 
has  appeared  except  in  the  unsprayad  field. 

A  trip  through  the  dountry  and  reports  from  sections  not  visit- 
ed personally  reveal  the  fact  that  late  blight  has  cut  the  yield 
of  Irish  Cobblers  from  5  to  15  per  cent,  and  of  Green  Mountains 
fully  50  per  cent.     Eully  60  per  cent  of  the  foliage  in  Aroostook 
is  dead. 

Mr.  Corder  arrived  Tuesday  night  to  assist  vath  the  work  and 
will  probably  remain  until  the  crop  is  harvested. 

(P.  M.  Lombard) 
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7/ashington  IiTotes  .  For  the  v;eek  ending  August  25.   191?  > 

Little  of  interest  along  potato  lines  has  occurred  this  week- 
Aside  from  the  regular  routine  duties  of  office  work,   the  writer 
has  devoted  considerable  time  to  commi";tee  v/ork  having  for  its 
oloject  the  development  of  plans  for  the  dissemination  of  as 
accurate  information  as  can  be  obtained  regarding  the  price  per 
bushel  or  per  cwt .   that  the  grower  should  receive  in  different 
sections  of  the  principal  late  potato  producing  sections  of  the 
United  States  in  order  to  make  a  reasonable  profit  on  his  invest- 
ment.    It  is  the  purpose  of  tne  Government  to  give  this  information 
as  wide  publicity  as  possible  in  order  that  the  consumer  may  have 
a  better  knowledge  of  tne  average  cost  of  producing  a  bushel  of 
potatoes.     This  committee  also  proposes  to  make  recommendations 
relative  to  the  institution  of  a  campaign  for  the  increased  con- 
sumption of  the  potato  as  a  table  food,  as  v/ell  as  the  utilization 
gf  all  unsalable  stock.     A  campaign  is  also  being  considered  rela- 
tive to  increasing  facilities  for  the  storage  of  the  crop  in  order 
to  avoid  the  necessity  of  the  growers  throv/ing  large  quantities 
on  the  market  at  harvesting  time  and  thereby  forcing  dov/n  the  price 
belov/  the  cost  of  production.     The  slogan  of  the  committee  is  there- 
fore that  of  securing  for  the  grower  a  reasonable  profit  on  his 
crop  through  informing  the  public  as  to  the  cost  of  producing  it,^ 
by  encouraging  an  increased  consumption  and  by  the  elimination  of 
waste.     The  committee  is  composed  of  representatives  from  the 
offices  of  extension  of  the  North  and  South,   the  offices  of 
Horticultural  and  Pomological  Investigations,  Farm  Management,  and 
Home  Economics,  and  the  Bureaus  of  Llarkets  and  Chemistry. 

(Wm.  Stuart ) » 
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Greeley.  Colo:  For  the  period  ggiding  Aug.  25.  1917. 

The  vv'eather  has  been  somev/hat  warmer  during  the  past  v;eek . 
Fusarium  is  developing  in  some  of  the  fields,  which  is  causing  con- 
siderable concern  among  the  growers  .      V/hile  but  a  few  fields  show 
marked  external  symptoms,   there  are  many  others  in  which  the  setting 
of  tubers  is  not  normal  . 

A  few  earl^r  potatoes  (Early  Ohios)  are  being  shipped,  although 
the  movement  is  slow.      The  present  price  is  $2-00  per  hundred  weight. 
There  is  no  market  for  the  good  crop  of  early  cabbage  v/hich  was  pro- 
duced in  this  section,   and  south  as  far  as  Denver. 

Professor  Myers,   of  Cornell  University,  was  a  recent  visitor 
at  this  Station. 

(Ghas  .  P  .  Clark  .) 


Presque  Isle,  Me:  For  the  week  ending  Aug  -  25,  1917-  

Excavation  work  for  the  potato  storage  house  is  still  going  on. 
We  expect  to  have  this  work  completed  by  Tuesday  night  . 

Me  sprayed  this  week  for  the  sixth  time  for  late  blight  .  There 
is  still  a  little  blight  in  our  field,  but  we  have  it  under  control. 

Professor  and  Mrs.  T.  C.  Johnson  and  Messrs.  Griffin  and  Ever- 
vine,  from  llorfolk,  and  Mr.  Haberty,  from  Sraitifield,  were  in  Presque 
Isle  for  a  few  days  this  week  to  purchase  seed  stock  for  next  spring. 

Late  blight  continues  to  gain  in  this  county.      The  early 
varieties  will  produce  a  good  crop,  but  the  latt  varieties  will  not 
yield  more  than  50  per  cent  .  of  a  normal  crop  . 

(P .  M  .  Lombard  . ; 


IJorfolk,  Va  . :  For  the  week  ending  Sept.  1,  1917. 

The  writer  spent  Tuesday,  August  28,  at  the  Virginia  Truck  Ex- 
perifnent  Station,  taking  notes  on  the  germination  of  our  second  crop 
potatoes,  planted  August  7.      These  include: 
11  rows  of  Irish  Cobblers,  germination  averaging  61.1  plants  per  row 

of  100  hills, 

2  rows  of  Early  Ohio,  germination  averaging  67.5  plants  per  row  of 

100  hills , 

f3  rows  of  V/hite  Ohio,  germination  averaging  52-3  plants  per  row  of 
i  100  hills ; 

11  rows  of  Up-to-Date ,  germination  averaging  52.6  plants  per  row  of 

100  hills; 

1  row  of  Green  Mountain,  germination  averaging  75-  plants  per  row  of 

100  hills; 

4  rows  of  Rural  N.  Y.  No.  2,  germination  averaging  42.7  plants  per 

row  of  100  hills ; 

2  rows  of- McCormicks ,  germination  averaging  63.0  plants  per  row  of 
♦  "  100, hills' 

Most  of  these  plants  were  very  small,  grading  5  or  under  [using 
the  scale  employed  in  judging  the  vigor  -of  the  plants  in  the  first 
(TD^p)  .      A  few  graded  as  high  as  12  or  15.      The  Cobblers  and  ©  reen 
Mountains  have  more  large  plants  than  the  other  varieties . 

The  ground  is  very  dry,--  only  0-87  inches  of  rain  having  fallen 
during  August . 

(Margaret  Connor.) 


Arlington  Farm,  Va 


?or  the  week  ending  Sept.  1,1917. 


The  plants  in  the  tv/o  potato  pens  at  Arlington  Farm  are  not 
germinating  very  fast  .      The  pen  of  McCormicks  shows  6  or  8  plants 
pushing  out  at  the  sides,  and  about  12  on  top.      The  germination 
of  the  Green  Mountains  and  Rural  Nev/  Yorkers  is  not  as  good  as  this  . 

(Margaret  Connor  . ) 


Washington  Ilotes:  For  the  week  ending  Sept.  1,1917. 

Slight  shov/ers  this  week  have  been  insufficient  for  the  needs 
of  the  growing  crops  .     The  precipitation  for  the  month  of  August 
is  far  below  normal  . 

Many  rumors  are  current  regarding  the  prevalence  of  late  blight 
in  the  potato  fields  of  western  Nev/  York,  but  as  yet  no  serious 
damage  has  been  reported  . 

Prof.  C.  W.  Waid,   of  Michigan,  reports  the  outlook  for  a  large 
crop  in  Michigan  as  very  promising,  providing  they  do  not  get  a 
killing  frost  before  early  October,   or  that  late  blight  does  not 
attack  the  plants.. 

Our  western  trip  has  been  delayed,   owing  to  the  failure  to  get 
a  definite  decision  regarding  an  allotment  of  funds  out  of  the 
emergency  appropriation  measure  for  the  conduct  of  a  seed  potato 
survey,  in  order  to  locate  as  much  desirable  seed  stock  as  possible 
for  the  1918  crop  planting.      Had  it  been  possible  to  have  had  this 
allotment  by  August  1,   it  v/ould  have  afforded  us  ample  time  to  or- 
ganize an  inspection  force,  which  cculd  have  covered  considerable 
portions  of  the  more  important  seed  potato  sections  in  the  north- 
eastern United  States  .      The  inspection  contemplated  by  the  Offices 
of  Horticultural  and  Pomological  Investigations  and  of  Cotton  and 
Truck  Crop  Diseases  involved  both  field  and  bin  examination. 

(Wm .  Stuart  . ) 
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Greeley ,   Cclo  .  :  '^cv  the  ■veek  ending  Sepr-emher  1,  1911' 


Saturday  I  wenu  -.c  Co-rncnc'.ale  to  join  i-he  S'armers  Day 
excursion  through  that  district.     The  .fields  of  the  leading  grov/ers 
in  that  section  were  visited.     At  ncsn  a  potato  luncheon  was  served 
in  tcv-.-n  by  the   Ladies  of   bhe  ned  CrooS-     '"early  everything  on  the 
menu  was  made  '"■i.j  ^'45:,  ,a,t  leat-t  ,  11       pota. coes.     After  lunch  Mr- 
Eugene  Gruhb  enterta.j.ned  t"ne  visitors  for  a,  fev/  minutes  with  motion 
pictures  showing  various  phases  of  the  potato  industry ' 

An  inspection  of  tne  fields  showed  that  the  potato  drop  is  not 
as  good  as  it  has  'ceen  in  former  years.     An  unusually  late  spring 
followed  hy  a  hot  summer,  with  the  presence  of  considerable  disease, 
has  brought  about  a  combination  of  circumstances  which  will  materiall, 
reduce  the  yield. 

The  potato  prospects  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  Station 
do  not  lock  quite  as  well  as  they  did  a  few  weeks  ago,  because  of 
the  development  of  fusarium.  and  rhizoctonia.     The  v/holesale  price 
of  early  potatoes  is  about  $1.35  per  hundred  weight. 

At  the  Station  the  oats  have  been  harvested  and  threshed.  The 
yie;d  was  85  bushels  per  acre.  (Chas.  F.  Clark) 

Presque  Isle  ,  Me .  :   For  the  week  ending  September  1.   1917 . 

The  weather  for  the  past  v/eek  has  been  more  or  less  cloudy  with 
one  day  of  rain.     V/e  finished  excavating  Thursday.     On  Monday,  we 
harvested  6  rows  of  the  greened  vs.  ungreened  seed  experiment- 
On  Monday,   Tuesday,  and  Wednesday  we  varied  our  work  by  unloading 
a  car  of  lumber  for  the  new  storage  house. 

The  plats  were  sprayed  for  late  blight  again  this  week. 
Diseased  plants  and  tubers  have  been  removed  from  most  of  our 
experimental  plots.     Vve  took  another  reading  on  late  blight  in 
our  unsprayed  plot  on  Saturday.  '  (F-  M.  Lombard). 

Washington,  D.  C-       For  the  week  ending  September  8.  1917. 

Professor  Stuart  left  Washington  Thursday  evening  for  Kew  York 
State,  going  first  to  Ithaca  to  study  the  Department's  seedlings 
being  grov/n  on  the  University  Farm.     He  planned  to  visit  Hcneoye 
Falls  and  several  other  points  in  the  State,  returning  to  Washing- 
ton Sunday. 

The  writer  expects  to  leave  Washington  for  Maine,   on  the  8th, 
stopping  in  Philadelphia  en  route.     Professor  Stuart  plans  to  leave 
for  Maine  on  the  evening  of  the  10th,  unless  something  unforeseen 
occurs.     His  western  trip  will  nov/  be  postponed  until  after  he  re- 
turns from  Maine. 

So  far,  no  allotment  for  a  seed  potato  survey  has  been  made 
from  the  funds  of  the  emergency  appropriation.     (Margaret  Connor)- 
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-Scee^^exs.  ^qlo...    . .   Por  jbl^e  ;,.:3elr  .ciiqinc  bc:7-t  ,8  3_1917 

■laere  lias  oee:i  no  ciiaiiGe  in  the  potato  siti:ation  c.-.:r        tlie  past  \/eelie 
Jo;  .9-  r;ro\/ers  report  that  the  prospects  are  favoraole  for  a  {yooc.  pielc.  -.'hile 
others  report  thc,t  the  htiinher  of  tuhers  setting-  is  s:.:aller  than  nor::alc  In 
:-.:s.ny  fields  the  yield  v;ill  he  reduced  loecanse  of  fnsariixir     In  connection  "./ith. 
our  stiidies  of  tuber  developnent ,-,7here  ">.;e  have  been  dig-ring         Zaills  each  ".-eo 
";e  have  ob  :ained  appr o::inately  one  tuber  per  hill  less  than  v/e  did  last  3"cjr  i 
the  saue  e::perii".ient  •v/ith  the  sai.^e  ven'iety* 

Saturday"  ",/e  had  a  special  Potc^to  Dc.y  at  the  station.    About  75  visitors 
\/oie  pres3nu.      hea.rl;"  all  sections  of  this  district  v;ere  represented. 

(Charles  ih  Clarh) 

.Jqr_oj.:e_5_  J_da.hQ_,  For  the  '.veeh  ^ejidipig:  _S e_p^t  ._1  ,_1S  1  ?_ . 

ihe  v/eather  is  eontinue^lly  grov/ing  coolerjand  in  soL:e  sections  the  tops 
of  the  potato  vines  a;ppear  to  have  been  slightly  frosted.      .iverage  i:ia.;:invx.  84 
:::ini:,ai::i  42. 

Ii.h3'"eis  and  hrcDarms  './ere  here  l?.st  \/eelc  and  visited  potato  fields  here 
and  c.t  'h.-in  Falls  .  f'he  ITetted  G-oms  "will  not  be  lialf  a  crop  and  in  i:iany  case 
tl:.3y  "./ill  be  al:.-.ost  a  failure.  -'here  is  a,n  unusually  heavjr  grov/th  of  vines 
but  the  tubers  avoiage  three  a.nd  four  and  a  n.e.jorit^'  of  these  are  laiott3"5  soi.ie 
having  started  a::.ot!:Ler  grov.rth,  This  condition  enists  in  all  liclds  onanhncd, 
3/et  the  grc\;ci  s  insist  tliat  the  niOisture  has  been  as  ne-cn  ly  eoixtinuous  as  thc3-' 
could  hce;:  it.      Idaho  Pairals  "./ill  yield  heavj-  as  usual.. 

'..C^eat  io  3:-ielding  from  10  to  bO  bushels  ^^er  acre  and  the  seco"nd  cuttii.g 
of  ha3"  is  but  lit'cle  better  than  h-alf  a  crop. 

Foi  the  "-."/eel:  ondi"ng  3c32t<,C  jlS17 . 
ihe  -potatoes  are  still  .gro"v7ing,  but  a  frost  can  be  eirpcctcd  at  an"y  tine« 
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mil.  stsi't  gi-ovang  Tiert  year's  potato  sround  this  v/eels  and  v/ill  start  harvest- 
ing potatoes  in  10  or  15  days. 

(Geo.  '7c  Dev;ey. ) 

Pre s que  Isle^  Me.   For  the  v/eek  ending  Sept. 6, 1917. 

The  -weather  for  the  past  v/eek  has  been  variable,  v/ith  sone  rain  and  high 
winds,      Friday  night  a  hard  frost  killed  those  potato  vines  that  v/cro  still 
green.      The  carpenters  began  putting  up  the  fores  for  the  concnt  v/alls  I'.onday 
It  being  Fair  v/eck,  men  were  scarce  and  they  v/ero  not  quite  finished  Saturday 
night. 

V/c  finished  roguing  V/cdnosday  o/nd  began  harvesting.      Farrsors  ".vill  begin 
harvesting  quite  oictonsivoly  no::t  v/ocko      It  is  o;cpccted  that  the  crop  v;ill  be 
light,  iron  50  to  75  bbls.  per  acre.      Sonc  fields  shcv;  rot;  a  large  pcrcontag 
of  the  late  varieties  v/ill  probably  be  affected. 

Potatoes  are  selling  for  vSoOO  per  bbl.  i.o.o,  Presquo  Isle, 

(?=i,IeLoi-nbardo  ) 

Travel  ITotes;-  Western  Hew  York.  Sc?t .15,1917 . 

On  Thursday  evening  the  v.Titer  left  V/ashington  for  Ithaca  and  other  point 
in  v/ostcrn  iTcw"  York  for  the  purpose  of  observing  the  behavior  of  the  seedlings 
under  trial  at  Cornell  University  and  noting  the  ccnditicns  of  the  potato  crop 
in  other  sections.      The  seedlings,  ov;ing  to  an  oxtrcnely  'an.favorable  Spring 
and  early  Sui-.T:cr,  lir.vc  mdo  on  the  averc^ge  a  very  poor  grcv/th,  but  \7hon  con- 
pared  -../ith  standard  varieties  planted  in  the  soxr.c  plot  of  ground  their  general 
condition  v/as  foujid  to  be  o.bout  the  sane.      0">."ing  to  v/et  v/eather  it  ho-d  been 
inpossiblo  to  plant  the  land  after  July  1  and  continued  v;et  v/co,thcr  had  render 
their  cultivation  both  difficult  and  irregnalar. 


J) 

Genes S30  ".vas  readied  Fric-ay  evening  anc  so:::e  infcrnation  glea-nec-  re- 
garding the  crop  in  tliat  section.      All  reports  indicated  an.  increased 
acreage  and  there  is  a  fair  prospect  for  a  good  crcpo      Eoneoye  Falls  v."e-s 
reached  Saturday  forenoon  and  through  the  courtesjr  of  Ih'oDean  Kartin  of  the 
ZioFoBi'bhle  Seed  Car.pany  the  "vriter  h^d  an  opportnnit3r  to  see  the  potato  fields 
in  the  towns  of  lima, "Jest  Bioornf ield 5  Ionia  and  Ilendcn,      The  crop  in  this  sec 
tion  is  imnsually  free  from  late  hlight  s,nd  for  tlie  nost  pe^rt  the  plants  arc- 
strong  azid  health^-.      The  acreage  is  in  encess  of  last  year  hut  for  the  most 
part  planting  v/as  late  and  it  v/ill  reouire  uiitil  Octol  to  r.r.he  the  crop. 
Vfeshington  ^;as  resxhed  Sunda3'  forenoon. 

~.'ashin?t on  notes ; -    Cn  Llonday  v;e  v/ere  informed  that  an  allotment  of  ^310,000. GO 
from  the  emergency  appropriation  had  oeen  made  for  a  seed  potato  s-arvey  and 
iv.r:icdi?/ce  steps  had  to  oe  ta^^Cen  to  organise  the  v-orh  vdiich  is  to  oe  jointly/  pe 
formed  "^y  the  offices  of  Horticultural  and  ?om.ological  Investigations  and  Got'c 
and  Truch  Crop  Diseases <.      The  plans  formulated  on  Tuesday-  contemxpls.te  the  or- 
g£.ni:3ation  of  an  inspection  service  in  the  States  of  Verm.ont,  hev/  Eampshirey 
rjascrxhusetts  and  haine  under  the  direction  of  the  wxiter.      f.s  soon  as  men 
secured  they  •.:ill  report  on  a  certain  date  nemt  ■.;eei:  at  Jh'escue  Isle  w'here  the 
\7ill  receive  practical  instructions  in  the  field  regarding  the  m.ethod  of  pi  o- 
cedure  and  the  character  of  the  service  to  he  rendered,  in  order  that  as  groat 
a  device  of   n_ifcimit3-  as  possihle  m^a^r  he  secured  in  ea.ch  state.      'Zie  orgj.:hz 
ticL.  of  ■ 'Oih  in  hcv;  Yorh,  ?cn:_S3-lvania,  Ihchigan,  hisconsin,  Ihnnesota  and 
other  seed  producing  states  is  proceeding  umder  the  direction  of  Im'cOrton  m_:.d 
j)r.^!dson  and  it  ii  prohai^le  that  ths  ".:Titer  or  some  of  his  associates  -ill 
clorel^r  idcircified  -./ith  the  v/orli  in  som.e  of  these  sections  = 


liexi  Ijnp:lc2id.  Travel  yotes;>"       Left  UcGliington  Tuesdcv  eYening  for  Diiriir.r.-;  lToH_ 
end  other  ITev;  liiglcjiC.  points.    Fteacliecl  Boston  '6  Ziours  -ieliind.  scliccule  tine 
r.issing  uorning  connections  \/itIi  Dur2ir^r.:,    jjrrived  j'ornciu  c.t  3.00  F.ilo  and  fo'.md 
every'Dody  in  cAitiaority  c-jsont.      After  r-scertcininis  do,te  of  return  of  the 
Director  and  Agriculturist  1  left  a  cov/xTunic a ti on  containing  a  request  for  a 
conference  Friday  fo:L-oncon  and  left  for  St,  Alhans,  Yt.  via.  Hanchesters  TorL^at 
5»36  ?«I.io 

Arrived  at  St.  Alhans  at  G»25  A<<Moand  later  consulted  "./itli  the  Corx-iGsioner 
of  Agriculture,  Ar«  HoOoSrighrx.:, regarding  parties  '.vAo  xAglit  oe  secured  to  do  the 
insoection  and  survey  v;-c-rlc  in  tho  State.      Later , through  the  courtesy  of  li. 
Brighar.j  several  fields  of  potatoes  in  the  vicinity  of  Georgia  ■;orc  enoxr.incd, 
No  frost  injury  has  boon  sustained  in  this  soctiono    The  ^:hole  Chrx-'plain  Valley 
area  seens  to  have  escaped  daraging  frosts  thTis  faro 

Left  for  Burlington  at  10.53  o.rriving  about  1^^.15.      Il:pect  to  confer  '.."ith 
Director  Hills  and  Dr.,  Lutnan  this  o^fternoon  lelative  to  the  seed  survey  and  in- 
spection v/ork  and  to  ler.ve  for  Duihaja  on  the  night  train  to  Bos  ton. 

Considera'irlp  injui^j-  to  potatoes,  corn,  b-eans  a/nd  other  vegeta-hles  v/as  noted 
from  the  car  v/indov;  in  Ehode  Island,  Lfessaclrasetts  and  iTev;  Hanrpshire  and  there 
is  no  doubt  tliat  Verr.ont  territory  outside  of  the  C'har.iplain  and  possibly  the 
Connecticut  River  Valleys  s-astained  sinilar  injui-y  fron  frost. 

(Vfao  Stuart.) 
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Greeley.  Cclo.  ;  Fir jbhejreek_ ending 

Weather  ccncliticns'  have  been  very  favcratle  during  the  past  v/e©k 
fcr  the  develtpment  oi  pctatoes.      There  has  been  nc  frost  sc  far. 
Early  varieties  are  ncv  being  dug.       Early  Ohics  arc  reported  tc  yield 

■  from  50  to  300  bushels  per  acre.      Mr.k'cClellan  has  reaently  dug  seme 
Triumphs,  a  measured  aci-e  fcf  v/hich  yielded  20700  pounds. 

At  the  statitn  ^-e  ars  engaged  in  digging  cut  the  diseased  plants 
and  mixisures  i'rcm  the  plots  from  ^.rhich  v/e  will  obtain  cur  seed  stock 
fcr  nexi»  year.       Our  third  crtp  of  hay  has  been  cut  and  is  nearly  ready 
fcr  stacking.         (C.F. Clark.) 

Jerome.  Idaho.  For  the  v/eek  ending  September _15_,lirL^ 

^     The  nights  are  getting  cold  but  we  have  had  no  killing  frosts.  The 
lowest  temperature  v/as  35  degrees* 

Buyers  are  effering  Cl.lO  per  hundred  for  potatoes  in  Jercome  Saturday, 
Crrcwers  have  net  ccmiTienced  harvesting  in  this  section.  Ccntrafctors  are 
offering  tc  dig  and  sack  p&tatces  at  15  cents  per  sack,     Sacks  are  no\"  ccstinp: 
15  cents,  and  the  cost  of  hauling  will  be  about  7  cents. 

I  doubt  whether  the  Crems  will  yield  better  than  50  sacks  of  prime  market- 
able potatoes  tc  the  acre.      There  are  few  pctatoes  in  the  hill  and  a  majority 
of  these  are  knctty.  (George  W,  .Dev;ey.) 

New  England  Travel  Kctes,  continued  from  last  week.., 
last 

In  our/letter  to"The  Eye"  written  at  Burlington,  Vt.,we  were  under  the 
impression  that  possibly  the  Connecticut  River  Valley  in  Vermont  and  Massa- 
chusetts had,  like  the  Ghamplain  Valley ,  escaped  serious  frost  injury,  but 
y;hen  this  section  was  visited  last  of  the  week  (Saptember  15)   it  was  found 
to  have  sustained  quite  as  serious  injury  as  that  in  the  hill-tovm  portions 
of  New  England.       Interesting  fertilizer  experiments  v.-ere  noted  at  the 

■  i.iassachusetts  Agricultural  Experiment  Station,  which  have  been  running  nearly 
30  years.       In  one  instance  a  crop  of  satDage  was  teing  grown  en  plots  var- 
iously fertilized  in  which  it  was  clearly  evident  that  phosphoric  acid  was  the 
dominating  mineral  element  required  by  that  crop  on  their  soil.       In  another 
field  a  similar  experiment  with  corn  demonstrated  with  equal  clearness  that 
rotash  v,'as  184*  e  s  sent  lal . 

The  Department  deedlings  on  trial  at  the  Station  were  again  examined. 
Seme  of  the  num^hers  shewed  remarkably  gccd  vields,and  a  number  were  noted  that 
had  escaped  serious  frost  injury. 

Augusta,  Laine,  v/as  reached  i.knday  morning  and  arrangements  made  with 
f cr.irdssioner  of  'Agriculture  Roberts  te  have  two  representatives  from,  his 
Department  at  cur  seed  inspection  survey  ccnferenee  at  Presque  Isle,  Le .  , 
Septem.ber  19  and  20.      Leaving  Augusta  at  nctn,  Presque  Isle  was  reached  that 
evening.      Tuesday  fcrenccn  was  spent  in  making  preparation  fcr  the  conference 
and  the  afternscn  in  the  exper imiental  potato'  field  on  Arccstock  Farm.. 

On  Wednesday  ths  following  gentlemen  reported  for  conference: 
:-'arold  L,  Bailoy  and  Amos  J.  Eaton,  of  Vermont;      Ford  S»  Pri'ce  and 


-  -2- 


■%;;.lpli  F.  Taber  cf  Kov  Harrtpshira;     Edv/in  F.   Gaski'll,   ci  Hassarhuo^t.  ?.  • 
and  Blynne  Allen,   cf  Llaine.       A  ccnference  ':;as  hild  in  the  f  :ro::cc:;." 
tc-  discuss  ir.eth.cds  cf  c  endue  ting  the  insp3cticn  v;c  rk ,  and  a  .ie.-.c'  urip 
.■.c\s  taken  in  the  aftsrnccn  to  f  ar.iiliari  Z8  curselvss  with  x'arieties  end 
quality  cf  the  crcp,       Ihis  inspection  trip  ended  up  at  Fcrt  Fairfield 
t!:e  visiting  delegates  v/ere  quartered  icr  the  lai-ht.       Ic-day's  ^rcgraii 
ct latemplates  a  trip  through  the  Caribou  and  Limestciie  districts-  I.?ss 
v'atts  andMcGill,  frcrn  Frcstburg,  and  Cuniberldnd ,  IFl .  ^  re  spect  i'^'el/ 
are  spending  a  few  days  in  this  Station  tc. study  methods  of  han^es  ■:■?.  ng 
.ad  storing  seed  potatoes. 

The  v.-eather  continues  ideal.     "  Irish  Cobblers  are  digging  froni 
4rC  to,  125,  or  mere,  barrels  per  acre.      The  stock  is  generally  good,  -.i. 
there  is  very  little  rot. 

Very  fev.r  Green  i.'cuntains  have  beei-i  harvested.  The  indicaticns  ..a- 
that  there  "ill  be  a  greater  shrinkage  in  this  variety  from  late  blight 
frost  than  in  the  cas.e  of  the  Cobblers.  The  unusually  fine  v.'sather  ai' 
condition  cf  the  soil  for  getting  cut  the  crop  is  being  taken  advantage- 
by  the  groY/ers.  (7m,  Stuart*) 
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Groaloy,  Cclc> 


s:-di-.-.g  S^ptomber  22,1517 


V'o  hav3  had  ;.c  ircst  yet  sufficio.-t        daaage  crcps.       This  is 
givir.g  sufficient  time  fcr  the  plai.ted  beans  a::d  pctatces  tc  mature. 
Early_Ohics  and  .Dc-.v..ing3  are  bei;-.g  dug.       The  preser.t  prices  are  01.40 
and  $1.50  per  hui.dred  fcr  tho  fcrreer  a::d  :;?1.50  to  'il.eO  fcr  the  latter. 

A  representative  ef  the  Bureau  :i  Karkets,  L"r.  J.  R.  Cava:-.augh,  is 
located  in  Greeley  ai-.d.is  issui/.g  daily  market  repcrts  cn  pctatces  and 
cabbage,       Saturday  a  meeting  cf  the  gr.v/ers  v/as  called  tc  discuss  rr.arket- 
ing  -Drcbleins. 

(C,  F.  Clark). 

Jercms,  Idaho..   For  the  v;eek  ending  September  22,1917. 

A  cold  rain  has  teen  falli:-g  since  last  :-ight  ami  fr^m  all  ir.dicati o ::3 
will  cc::tinue  f^r -several  days.      There  has  beer,  no  frcst  tc  date  a:id  the 
pctatces -have  io.croased  c  n'.sideraoly  durio.g  the  last  \7eek. 

Our  county  agent,  i.Ir,-  Avery,  t:ok  sevoo.  p.tato  exhibits  tc  the 
Tv;inn  Falls  Ccui'.ty  Fair  last  v/eek  :^ad  v.'cr.  five  first  praniiums  and  cr.e 
seco:-d.      l'.r ,  Avery  a;;d  I  have  been  busy  the  grcaxer  part  :f  today  digging 
samples  cf  pctaigitoes  which  he  will  take  t.  xhe  E.iee  Fair  tcmorrov;. 

Pctatces  are  sellir.g  for  '31.35  per  hundred  hero  and  f>1.5C  in  Twin 
Falls.       One  buyer  is  c::;tracting  at  $1  '35  fcr  future  delivery.      At  preser.t 
the  v/hite  pctatces  are  soiling  as  readily  as  the  Gems. 

V'/ill  start  har\^esti:".g  the  urir^aturod  potatoes  ao.d  select  hills  as  seen 
as  the  weather  eic  derates.      Hai'e  o.ext  year's  potato  gr.oui'.d  crcwioed  a:-.d 
harrov/od. 

(G.  Dswoy). 

Travel  Nctoa.     ( Cc lot iioued  from  last  v;eek)  

Or.  Thursday  September  20th  the  seed  io.spectors  ■  with  i..'r.  Schultz  a::d 
myself  wont  from  Fcrt  Fairfield  to  Caribou , stcppir.g  along  tho  way  tc  inspect 
potato  iields^that  were  beir.g  harvested  ao-d  potato  storage  hcusGs,bcth 
cominercial  a:;d  farm  buildi/.gs.      At  Caribou  we  inspected  the  combi::atio:o 
star«h  a;".d  potato  dryir.g  plant  of  i-.lr.R.L.. Pitcher.     This  plar.t  ma;nuf acturos- 
dried  sli«3d  pctatces,  dried  riccd  potatoes  for  soups, potato  flour, and  has 
a  German  potato  flake  dryi/.g  machio.e  which  is  yet  has  r.ct  been  success- 
fully operated  ^wio.g'to  seme  .slight  malad j ustne/.t  of  the  machinery,.  The 
total  capacity  cf  this  plant  is  quite  large.      Aftor  luy.checr.  wo  went  to  l/fiM!Q^X\ 
Limcstc--.e  and  theo.ce  back  to  Fresq_ue  Isle  ,i;:specti:".g  the  fielde  along 
the  v.'ay  as  in  the  forenoon.      Fresque  Isle  v;as  reached  in  ample  time  to 
a.llcv/  Messrs,  Pri::«o  and  Tabor  of  the  New  Hampshire  Experime::t  Static:: 
to  -kake  ihe  eveniiog  trai:o  fcr  Best:::.      The  other  r.-ienitefs  cf  the  party 
remai;:ed  over  u::til  Friday  2i<.r::i::g,      The  oVeni::g  was  spe;:t  i:'.  a  dis- 
oussio:;  of  pla:os'cf  procedure  a::d  the  writer  draf"feed  a::  outli:;e  fcr  the 
guida:oco  of  tho  i::spectors  u:otil  such  time  as  a.,  officially  adcptedal 
plan  cf  proeeduro  is  available,      Friday  v/as  spe:'.t  i:o  aicsweriiog  official 
ccrre5po::de;:©e  a:od  i::  drafting  te::tative  forms  of  certificates  and  a 
growers  optic:.al  agreement  blar.k. 


■    Saturday  which  \va3  ■:..c  cf  thu  oddest  dayo  v;e  have  had  v/as  spe-^t  the 
potato  i'iuld  taki.-g  :-ctc3  c  thd  1915  a.^d  1916  3cjdlii:g3  as  they  wore  harvejt- 
od2      A  chillii-g  t-jnip jrature  a.-.d  a  strcicg  v;ir.d  rnady  this  task  a.:ythii:g  but  a 
plja3a..t  C--0. 

The  firot  three  wcrki.-g  days  cf  this  week  have  oec:..  ideal  fcr  the  kiiid 
cf  wcrk  i:'.  v/hich  v/e  ar-  e. '.gaged  ae  it  has  beeii  warm  e/.cugh  tc   be  eiijcyable. 
Vifith  fair  vrcather  the  rcmai:.der        this  week  the  mi,3t  cf  cur  experime;:t3l 
wcrk  v/ill  b..  harvested.       I  expect  tc  b3gi/.  harvcstir.g  the  1917  seedlings 
in  the  mc r:;ii".g  (Thursday,  3i.ptember  27.) 

The  i-.ew  potato  stcrage  house  is  begi.:.;irig  to  take  fcrcu      Th )  frame  wcrk 
cf  the  roof  is  r.cw  up  ar.d  by  the  e.:d  cf  the  week  seme  cf  the  reef  shir.glss 
will  probably  be  laid » 

Seme  cf  the  growers  have  finished  digging  their  crcp.       These  whc  have  :;c 
are  f ir.i shiiig  as  fast  as  possible.       Cc;,trary  tc  my  expectatio:-3  the  help 
problem  is  ;:ct  as  acute  as  earlier  predictions  led  us  tc  belijve  it  wculd  be. 
In  cur  own  particular  case  \!2  have  a  much  higher  grade  of  help  than  in  previcu 
years.      V/e  arc  payi;ig  f^S.OO  per  day  a:xl  beard.       Seme  are  payin.g  as  high 

as  |3,.50  for  gccd  hjlp.       i.'Ia;.y  grrv.^ers  are  paying  the  pickers  by  the  barr:^l 

rather  than  by  th.^  day.       The  price  ra.-.ges  frcm.  7  ceets  tc  IC  cd:\±s  per 

barrel.      Exceptionally  good  pickers  will  pick  as  high  as  100  barrels  in  a 
day, 

i'^essrs,  Newdick  and  Alle;.  from  the  Statj  .Dopartme;.t  cf  Agriculture  at 

Augusta  arrived  yesterday  tc  commence  seed  potato  ie.spocticn  for  the  Federal 
Gcvernjnent .  (¥m,  Stuart). 


H'  H  E    ¥.  y  E' 


OCT!  11917 


YiEEKLY  POTATO  BULLETIN 
.  OF.  THE     .  . ,  .      .     .  ■  •    . . 

OFFICE  OF  "iIORT  I  CULTURAL  AND  POHOLOGICAL  I_WESTI  GAT  IONS 


OCT  6  1917/' 


Gr33l3v,  Crlc.  Fc  r  the  v;cok  sndir.;-  Sjptomber  29. 


Gccl,  dry  v;eathc-r,  x:ith  r.c  rai;;  cf  ar.y  ccusequcr.ce ,  has  pre- 
vailed durivg  the  past  ^oek.      Uo  have  had  twc  light  f re  sis,  but  -c 
damage  \ms  dcr.G  tc  vegetat  i  c 

Early  varietios  ci  pctat  .es  arc  still  coi:.g  dug,       A  few  grcv/ers 
have  started  en  the  late  varieties,  but  as  a  rule  ths  Psarls  and 
Rurals  are  tec  groon  fcr  digging  at  praso/.t.      There  is  but  V3ry  little 
snipping  frcm  this  point  at  the  prese::t  ti^ic,  sc  that  the  greater  part 
of  the  crcp  that  is  being  dug  nc^v  is  being  stcred  by  the  growers. 

At  the  Staticn  we  have  dug  our  early  varieties ^  but  the  greater 
part  cf  the  crcp,  with  the  exception  cf  the  hand  diggir.g,  will  -ct 
be  ready  until  the  vines  are  killed  by  frost. 

(C»  Clark;) 

Jerome,   Idahc.  Fcr  the  week  ending  SepteVoer  29.1917. 


Ve  are  having  f ine.  weather ,  with  no  sign  ci  frost.      The  unusual 
lal^  will  make  a  remarkable  difference  in  the  yield  of  potatoes 
m  this  section.      lir.  Uagner  dug  his  Early  Ohics  last'week  ard  they 
yielded  somewhat  more  than  200  sacks  t.  the  acre,  marketable  tubers. 
There  was  cne  sack  cf  culls  tc  12  sacks  .f  marketable  potatoes. 

I  made  selecticns  frcm  all  vari-ies,  promising  seedlings,  a^d 
South  American  varieties.      Tnc  Id.nc  "urUs  seeurea  frcm  lir.Thcmaiz 
Will  yield  heavily,  and  ar2  just  about  perfect  in  uniformity  tc  type, 
ine  Gems  are  much  better  than  last  year,  but  do  not  compare  with  the 
Rurals.       By  opening  the  cellar  doors  at  night  and  closing  them  through 
tne  aay  the  temperature  is  being  held  around  40  degrees, 

I  plan  tc  gc  out  in  the  i.eighbcrhcod  this  week  and  make  hill 
selecticns  ^^f  rem  a  r.um.ber  cf  the  best  potato  fields. 

{G..V,  Dewey). 

Field  and  Office  Notes:  For  the  week  ending  October  5.1917. 

On  Thursday,  Septemiber  27,  we  began  to  harv'esx  the  1217  seedlir^s. 
As  was  expected,  the  injury  occasioned  by  frost  was  very  evident  i--  ° 
the  very  material  reduction  in  the  size  cf  the  tubers.       But  nctwith- 
sta..di..g  the  fact  tnat  the  seedlings  were  set  in  the  field  much  later 
ohan  usual  and  were  not  as  far  advanced  fc  far  as  size  ^ms  concerned,  s^me 
vere     cund  that  had  developed  gcoa  sized  tKbers.       3cme  very  interest i-.-p; 
seealings  were  obtained  frcm  the  tri-umph  crossed  with  Busola,  A  Germa-" 
starch  variety.       Several  of  these  seedlings,   in  so  far  as  o;-e  cculd 
determine  frcm  the  tubers,  appear  almost  identical  with  their  seed 
pare..t.       It  is  hoped  that  among  them  cne  may  be  found  having  the 


i-.p-cossary  vigor  of  plaiit ,  prcductivGy.oss ,  a;:d  carlir.ess  of  maturity, 
to  take  the  place  cf  the  Triumph  v;hich  is  shcv;i;:g  marked,  suscepti- 
bility tc  disease. 

Of  the  15,000  3eedlii".gs  grcwr.,  scmethiiig  over  1000  v/ere  saved 
for  further  trial.      The  harvest  ir.g  cf  seedlings  nvas  ccmpletcd 
Saturday  af teri".c on.      Monday  v/as  dex'cted  to  the  ccmpleticn  cf  details 
concernin.g  storage  ar.d  the  c o r.struct i c cf  cur  storage  house. 

Left  Presque  Isle  for  Washin.gtcn  Tuesday  uicrning,  a;:d  arrived 
here  Wednesday  afterncc;i.       The  balance  of  the  v/eek  has  been,  devoted 
to  the  answering  cf  accv.mulated  nail. 

The  weather  is  exceller.t. 

MissCon:-.cr  left  Presque  Isle,  Lai..e  ,  Mc.day  afterr.ocn,  Octcber  1, 
and  is  ncv/. visiting  in  Nevi;  Ycrk  and  New  Jersey.       She  returns  tc 
Vi'a  s h  i  r.gt  c^-r.  1.1  c  r.day  Octcber  0  . 

Iv!;r,.Cordor  left  Presque  Isle  on  the  5th  and  is  expected  tc 
reach  Washington. today  {Sth^}  .•  . 

Miss*  Cc:n\cr  a.-.d  i.ir.   Corder  leave  V;/ashingtcn  Mcr.day  afternocn 
Octcber  3th  for  Sv/annancaj        C,  tc  harvest  the  Scuth  American  variety 
collect icn. 

(Wm-.  Stuart).. 
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G^-^-^lij y C c  1  c rad c  .   FyV  tho  vook  ■:^:'Aiy^KJlQX^j^}^:X.^3.tA^SJ:l. • 

Practically  all  thj  oarly  pctatccs  ha^-o   o.o::  dug  a:.d  -arkotcd  a;.d  the  Rurals 
and  Pearls  aro  :.cv/  cjiiig  dug.      The  atsci.cu  cf  killii.g  f rests  has  give::  the  late 
varieties  a  lc::g  scas^i:  Icr  duvelcpinei.t  ,a:.d  this  vhll  add  :::atcrially  tc  the  yiel... 
At  prese:..t  a  shortage         cars  is  reduci..g  the  shipize/.xs  frcm  this  district. 

The  sugar  beet  ixixxixx  harvest  has  bcgu:.  a;.d  the  factories  are-  starting.  The 
large  acreage  cf  bea.-.s  kias  bee::  harvested  a..d  a  large  part  cf  the  crcp  has  Dee;: 
threshed.  (C,  F.  CLARK) 

Jercme  ,   Idahc  ^  Fcr  the  'veek  e::di::g  Qctcoer  5,1917. 

The  exceptional  fall  nnather  still  ccntiiaaes  ,a:.d  potato  os  ,  beets  , and  hay  are 

still  grov;in-g.       The  potato  grcvers  v/ith  large  acr-cagcs  fcalrthat  if  frost  holds 
off  much  longer  a::d  they  lot  their  crop  co:.tinue  tc   grcv;  they  vhll  net  have  much 
time  tc  get  the  pctatces  out  cf  the  graudd.       State  Farm  Markets  Director  Allred 

advises  the  farniers  to  store  v.iier.  the  price  is  (1.35  per  hu;:dr3d.       Tho  horth  Side 
Tract  ^;7c::  all  first  premiums  a::d  tv/c  secc::ds  c;:  pctatces  at  the  State  Fair  at 
Boise,      Jerome  get  all  cf  these  except  first  c::  Netted  Gens  v.-hich  v/en.t  to  V.r . 

Barrett  at  Wen.del,  Jerome  getti::g  a  seco::d.      Therj  is  to  be.  a  pctatc  excursic:: 

here  n.ext  Tuesday , composed  cf  Gocdii.g  a;:d  Lir.col::  County  Farr.ors. 
Cellar  temperature  v;as  43  this  morning.  ( G . . DEVffi Y ) 

Presque  Isle.,  I.Iaii.e.  fcr  the  week  e::di::g  September  29, 1917 « 

Fcr  the  past  tv/c  weeks,  th^;  v/eather  has  bee::  favorable  for  harvestiicg. 
Saturday  r.ight  there  remai::sd  tc  be  dug  about  3  acres  cf  cur  potatoes.  Miss 
Ccr.ncr  arrived  Sept,  17  a::d  Prof -Stuart  Sept.  20  to  assist  with  the  harvest  i::g  v/crk  = 
As  usual, a  large  amoui:t  of  ha::d  diggi::g  was  ::oce s sary , but  mere  of  cur  pctatces 
v/ere  harvested  vdth  the  He  ever  digger  tha::  hitherto.       0::  the  whole, the  yield  i:: 
curplots ^this  year  v.as  very  satisfactory  a::d  the  stockfcr  the  most  part  is  clea:: 
ai:d  free.frcm  scab.      The  r.ew  seedliiigs  started  i::  the  gr^e::house  i::  April 
needed  about  3  weeks  more  cf  growing  weather  tc  reach  gccd  size, 

Miss^Cciuccr  leaves  for  v/ashi::gt c::  Octcber  1;  Prof, Stuart  Oct.2,a;-.d  lir.Cerder 
October  4. 

Considerable  acreage  still  ren:ai::s  tc  be  harvested  i::  Arccstcck.  Prices -ru:: 
frcm  $2,00  tc  i?3«50  per  barrel"  f  ,  c  ,  b. Presque  Isle. 

( P. i:. LOMBARD)  " 

Fcr  the  week  e::ding  Octcber  6,1917 
The  v/eather  for  the  past  week  has  been  variable  ;  scree  rai;:  a;:d  co::siderable 
cold  v/eather-.  We  fi::ished  harvesti::g  Friday.-  Rather  slow  progress  is  bei::g  made 
c::  the  cc::structiG::  cf  the  storage  hcuse.  Labor  is  scarce  jCspec  ially  skilled  labor; 
The  majority"  cf  the  farmers 'have  fi::ished  harv33ti::g  pctatces.  The  market  is 
3trc::g  a::d  prices^-rue;  from  £3,25  tc  ''i^S.SO  per  barrel  f  .  o  .b.Presque  Isle. 

(P.M.LOMBARD) 

V^ashingtcn  Nctes:        Octcber  13,1917. 

Prcf, Stuart  left  Thursday  eve;:i::g  f  o  r  a  trip  through  the  Vest,  his 
it i::erary''i::cluding  pci::ts  in  Cclcradc,  Y-'iscc::3in  and  \7ashi::cito}:  State. 

(M.  J.  CARTER) 


T  K  E    E  Y  T-i 


I  CCj  25  1917 


WEEKLY  POTATO  BULI^ETIN 
•  -    .  •    .  •    .     OF.  THE  ,       . .  ...     .        .  ■  „■■... 

OITICE  OF  HORTICULTURAL  AND  POI.:OLOC-i CAL  IAVESTTGATIOjVS. 


OCT  SQ  1917 


Greeley,  Colorado.  ^  .—J.c.r  the,  v/eek  -?:--dir.g  Octcbor  .13  th  1917. 

The  first  killi.:g  ircst  cf  the  seasci:  occurred  durii:g  the  past  v/eek, 
.The  unusually  long  grcv;i::g  pericd  has  .coe:i  an  important  factor  in  increasing 
the  yield  cf  the  late  varieties  ci  potatoes  o'vor  the  estiiTiate  cf  a  month  ago. 
Potato,  digging  is  progressing  rapidly  ::c".v.      A  fev;  growers  have  finished  v/hile 
others  aro.  just  starting.      Help  is  scarce  a::d  vjages  are  high.      Frcii  '33.00 
to  05.00  per  day  and  board  is  the. usual  rate,  the  latter  being  for  good  toan- 

stors,      Zest  CI  the  picking  is  doi'.e  cy  the  sack,  the  rate  being  3  to  10  cents^ 
Potatoes  are  now  selling  for  $1,40  per  hundred. 

(CHARLES    F,  CLARK,) 
Jercne.  Idaho.  For  the  v^eek  ending  October  13th  1917. 

The  weather  is  grcv/irig  colder,   slight  frosts  occurring  last  night  and 
the  night  before,   out  r.ct  enough  to  -:ill  the  poxatc  vi.ies.      V/c  started  the 
hand  digging  the  first  of  last  -.veek,   cut  ncr.c  of  the  potatoes  are  ripe  enough 
to  keep  v/ell  in  storage  yet  > 

Potatoes  are  '^1.15  and  Ol»2C  per  sackc      Fev;  are  moving  because  cf  the 
car  shortage, and  the  railroad  has  just  issued  an  order  prohibiting  the  use 
cf  box  cars  except  where  false  floors-  :n'.d  stoves  are  put  in..     There  are  no-- 
refrigoratcr  cars  to  be  had  at  present. 

-    -       • -         (G.  W.' DEWEY.) 

Pre s que  Isle,  Ke  .  For  the  week  er.ding  October  13th  1917. 

The  weather  has  bee;:  cold  ar.d  disagreeable  this  v/eek  with  pler.ty  cf  rain 
and  nearly  a  foot  of  snow  on  Thursday  night.       Good  progress  has  been  made  cn 
the  storage  house.      The  excavation  for  the  vei^tilatcr  sliaft  was  finished  Friday 
noon.      There  v;as  about  720  cubic  feet  cf  reck  to  be.  removed  and  the  greater 
part  oi  this  had  to  be  blasted  out>.      A  few  farmers  still  have  some  potatoes 
to  harvest  and  the  demand  exceeds  the  supply,      $4.00  per  barrel  was  paid  Saturd^ 

■     .  (Pv.M..  LOMBARD.) 

Swannanoa,  N.C.  .  Oetcber  2Qth  1917  . 

I.Iiss  Connor  and  the  writer  werxt  to  Sv/annanoa,  K.C,  Lionday  ever.ing ,  October 
8th  to  harvest  the  potato  experiments  at  the  Ilountain  Test  Farm.  arrived 
Tuesday  morning.      A  heavy  rain  l-.'cnday  :"-ight  had  made  the  land  tec  wet  for 

digging  until  Wednesday  afternoon.      The  Seuth  /im.7rican  varieties  were  much 
better  tha:;  in  previous  years,  some  ci  the  varieties  having  an  unusually  heavy 
yield.       Che  huiidred  and  thirty-five  varieties  were  pla/.ted  this  year,cf  v.'hich 
ninety-six  W'O re  saved  for  further  trial.     .  The  Lcaine  seedlings  v/ere  also  x'sry 
gccd  in  uniformity  ^..i.d  yield.      Thirty-seven  cut  cf  the  forty-five  numbers 

planted  v;ero  saved  f^r  seed  next  year.      V'e  fi.-.ished  digging  and' packed  the 
stock  ii:  barrels  for  shipment  to  \Vashi:cgton  ii:  time  tc  take  the  4:30  train  for 
Washington  Friday  afternoon* 

(G.-  H.  CORDER.) 


Arlington  Fam  Nctes.  Octcbor  20th  1917  . 

The  icrty  ssediir.gs  irciri  Chile  which  aro.  c^'ii-g  triod  at  Arlingtcn  Farm 
arc-  still  green  and  aro  growing  nicely.      The  few  poxatces  which  have  germin- 
ated in  the  pctatc  pens  are  still  grcwing,      Results  do  not.  appear  tc  be  very 
prcmioing, 

.  -    (G,  K,  CORDER,) 

Travel  Nctes.  [  Octcber  17th  1917. 

Since  returning  ircni  Kaine  ii:  has  been  fgund  necessary  tc  vitit  the 
Greeley  and  Jerome  Sxaticns  and  seme  additicr.al  points.       I  loft  kashingtcn 
Thursday  af ternccn-.Octcber  11th,  and  reached  Chicago  xhe  next  aiternccn. 
After  naking  ar range iriCi;xs  icr  Pullman  acccmmcdaticns  to  iiadiscn,  V'is»,  an  a 
late  r.ight  train;  1  called  cn  Dr.  Horxcn,  Agricultural  Ccmmissici^er  cf  the 
American  Steel  and  "wire  Company,  where  a  couple  cf  hours  were  spent  in 
discussing  the  pcxaxo  situation.      Professor  3ell  cf  the  Soil  Iziprcx'einent 
Ccmmittee  joined  us  during  the  discussion.      Both  cf  those  gentlemen  are 
planning  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  cf  the  Potato  Association  cf  America 
tc  bo  held  in  Washington  Kcvember  9th  and  10th. 

Saturday  w-as  spent  at  i.Iadiscn  with  Professor  lUlward,  Kr.  Kicks,  and 
others,  , and  arrangements  were  made  tc  have  men  appcir.ted  tc  assist  in  locating 
and  registering  desirable  lots, cf  seed  pctatcesi  _  . 

Leaving  L-adiscn  at  3:45,  Chicago  was  reached  about  9:00  P.U.  ar.d  a 
train  taken  for  Der.ver  at  11:20*      Pvcached  Greeley  at  10:30  Licnday  fcronccn* 
The  past  few  days  have  been  spent  in  examining  the  work  of  the  Station  and 
in  visiting  fields  in  this  district. 

The  Greeley  crop  is  especially  gccd  this  year.     The  yields  arc  ru::ning 
all  the  way  from  150  tc  250  sacks  per  acre_.       The  Greeley  sack  averages  abcut 
115  pounds.      The  quality  of  the  stock  is  not  as  good  as  might  be  desired,  a 
large  proportion  cf  it  ocir.g  overgrown.       Tubers  weighing  three  and  four  pounds 
are  quite  ccmmor^.     FrccjiGly  fiftypor  cent  cf  the  fields  cf  P>.ural3  oxeed  a  pou::c 
in  weight* 

The  weather  is  ideal"  and  the  crop  is  coming  cut  cf  the  ground  free  fr:m 
dirt  and  in  first  class  cci.diticn  other  than  beir.g  toe  large...  -   I  expect  to  lec- 
for  Jerome  cn  the  13th • 

STUART) 
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Arlington  Fam.  Va .  ^  For  the.v/eek  ending;  Octo.ber  27th,  1917. 

¥e  are  having  fine  v.'eather  ,Yv'i  th  heavv  f  rests  occurring;  nearly  every 
night.      The  40  seedlings  from  Chile  were  harvested  cn  Friday  and  v;e  found  a  fev/ 
very  promising  ones.      The  potato  pens, or  cribs,  are  ready  for  harvesting 
any  time,  since  the  frost  has  killed  the  vinos.      The  cold  storage  room  has- 
been  iced  and  will  be  ready  to  receive  the  field  shipments  which  we  are 
expecting  every  day. 

(G.  H,  CORDER) 

Greeley,  Colorado.  For  the  wee;:  ending  October  20th  1*^17. 

Potato  harvesting  is  progressing  rapidly  ..though  there  still  remains  quite 
a  large  acreage  to  be  dug.      Weather  conditions  have  been  unusually  good  this  fa.._ 

with  the  exception  of  a  snow  stcnii  of  nearly  xhree  inches  yesterday  morning. 
On  th3  night  of  October  17th  the  temperature  dropped  to  IS-^-  degrees  F, 
There  is  practically  no  shipping  from  this  point  at  present , because  of  the 
shortage  of  cars.      Prof,  Stuart  recently/  favored  us  with  a  visit. 

(C,  F,  CLARK) 

Presque  Isle.  Maine.  For  the  v.eek  ending  October  2Qth  1917. 

It  has  been  cold  and  rainy  most  of  the  week-.      The  last  growers  finished 
harvesting  potatoes  this  week.      Much  stock  is  being  stored.      Prices  went 
as  high  as  $5.00  per  barrel  on  October  18th,  closing  Saturday  at  ^'4.50. 
\7e  put  i  nmost  of  the  week  grading  around  the  potato  storage  house.  Two 
days  more  will  finish  that  work.       Good  progress  v;as  made  on  the  construction 
v/ork  and  another  week  ought  to  finish  the  house. 

(P.  I,:,  LOIvSARD) 

Vfashingt  on ,  D.  C>  .  For  the  v/eek  ending  October  2Qth  1917. 

Prof.  Stuart  expects  to  return  from  his  western  trip  about  November  1st. 
Announcements  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Potato  Association  of  America 
in  Washington,  November  9th  ±s.  and  lOth  have  been  sent  out  to  Directors  of 
Experiment  Stations,  Presidents  of  Agricultural  Colleges       .       The  programs 
are  ready  and  have  been  sent  to  the  members. 

(GRACE  GRAHAM  BRANNIN) 


Travel  Notos  ,  OotoV-x^r  2,?na  :qi7„ 

In  last  week's  notes  T  failed  to  mention  ^'isiting  the  seed  potato  farm 
of  W.  .R.  McClellan  Sz  Cc.       This  Visit  was  made   in  company  with  Messrs*  Vif,  A» 
Insinger  and  J.  F.  McCrery,      Mr.  McClellan  had  issued  a  special  invitation 
to  the  Greeley  grov/ers  to  visit  his  seed  farm  on  Tuesday  afternoon, October 
16th  to.  witness  the  harvesting  of  his  Rural  seed  plot,  grown  from  seed  ob- 
tained from  Daniel  Dean  of  IJichols,  N,Y.       Several  gentlemen  responded'to 
the  invitation,  so  we  had  an  opportunity  to  meet  a  goodly  number  of  inter- 
ested potato  grov/ers.      The  rows  which  were  being  harvested  while  v/e  were 
there  were  yielding  better  than  200  sacks  per  acre.       Som.e  portions  of  his 
crop  went  to  250  sacks.      Mr.  McClellan  has  set  his  mark  for  next  season  at 
300  sacks  per  acre.      The  seed  stock  was  clean,  smooth,  and  bright-skinned, 
but  unfortunately  it  ran  a  little  large  to  secure  a  large  proportion  of  the 
most  desirable-sized  seed  tubers.     The  McClellan  seed  firm  has  also  been 
successful  in  grov/ing  Triumph  and  Pearl  seed  stock,  but  the  senior  member  of 
the  firm  is  less  enthuriastic  about  the  Pearl  than  the  Rural  and  Triumph. 

Wednesday  afternoon  we  went  to  Ft. Collins  and  had  a  conference  with  Di- 
rector Gillette  and  Prof.  Sandsten  regarding  the  potato  situ.ation  in  the 
State . 

Thursday  morning, on  invitation  of  Mr.   I.  Rothschild,  I  visited  a  farm 
jointly  owned  by  himself  and  Mr.  Elmer  V/alters,  to  see  a  field  of  Pearls 
being  dug,.vi/hich  were  claimed  to  be  making  300  sacks  per  acre.      The  tubers 
from  this  field  v;ere  surprisingly  uniform  in  size,  with  a  smaller  percentage 
of  overgrown  and  knobby  potatoes  than  had  been  observed  on  other  f  ields  jv/here 
the  yield  was  much  less.       Some  frost  injury  v/as  noted  on  the  tubers  being 
harvested.      The  temperature  early  Thursday  m.crning,  October  18th,  registered 
as  low  as  13  degrees  F  above  zero,   in  som.e  localities.      The  balance  of  the 
day  was  spent  at  the  Experiment  Station. 

Left  Greeley  for  Jerome,  Idaho,  at  9:10  P.M.      Reached  Jerome  Saturday 
noon,  having  encountered  nothing  more  eventful  on  the  way  'than  a  boiler- 
exploded  engine  on  a  freight  train  just  ahead  of  us  which  caused  the  death 
of  three  of  the  train  crevv'  and  delayed  the  ^ passenger  train  nearly  three  hours  j 
On  landing  at  the  Jerome  Station  I  found  that  I  had  travelled  cn  the  same 
train  from  Pocotellc  v/ith  Mr.  L,  P.  3oyle  who  is  to  be  associated  v;ith  the 
Bureau  of  Markets  in  assisting  and  ad^^ising  the  potato  grov/ers  of  the  inter- 
mountain  states  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  storage  and  the  grading  of  the 
crop . 

Owing  to  the  lateness  of  the  growing  season  throughout  this  -  sect i on, 
killing  frosts  having  been  delayed  until  the  evening  of  the  16th,  only  a 
small  portion  of  the  crop  has  as  yet  been  harvested! 

The  car  shortage  in  this  section  seem.s  to  be  fully  as  acute  as  in  the 
Greeley  district, and  to  :^-iake  matters  still  v/orse,it  is  almost  impossible  to 
secure  sacks  at  any  price. 

(ma.. STUART) 


